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The CCR is divided into 28 sec ons known as 
“Titles”. Title 24 of the CCR is reserved for state 
regula ons (building standards) that govern the 
design and construc on of all buildings, associated 
facili es and equipment in the State of California. 

Part 1    ‐   California Administra ve Code 

Part 2     ‐  California Building Code, Vol. 1 & 2  

Part 2.5  ‐  California Residen al Code 

Part 3     ‐  California Electrical Code 

Part 4     ‐  California Mechanical Code 

Part 5     ‐  California Plumbing Code 

Part 6     ‐  California Energy Code 

Part 7     ‐  Vacant 

Part 8     ‐  State Historical Building Code 

Part 9     ‐  California Fire Code 

Part 10   ‐  California Exis ng Building Code 

Part 11   ‐  California Green Building Standards  
      Code 

Part 12   ‐  California Referenced Standards              
      Code 

under considera on before vo ng to approve,  
disapprove, approve as amended, or hold 
over the proposed building standard(s) for 
addi onal review, which is referred to as    
further study required. The effec ve date for 
new adop ons in Title 24  s most o en no 
sooner than 180‐days following the publica‐

on date established by CBSC.  This minimum 
180‐day period is required by Health and Safe‐
ty Code Sec on 18938 (state law) to allow lo‐
cal government and persons subject to the 
codes me to adjust processes, designs, ob‐
tain and/or provide training.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Visit www.bsc.ca.gov for more informa on 
about CBSC, the code development process, 
access to the current Title 24, educa onal 
publica ons and more. Addi onally, sign up to 
receive email no fica ons of CBSC announce‐
ments and proposed code changes.  
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T he California Building  
Standards Commission (CBSC) 
oversees the formal rulemaking 

processes, adop on, and triennial and 
intervening code cycle publica ons of 
the California Building Standards Code, 
Title 24, California Code of Regula ons. 
Title 24 applies to the design, construc‐

on, maintenance and altera on of all 
publically and privately owned buildings 
in California.  CBSC also has the authority 
to develop and adopt building standards 
with applica on to state owned build‐
ings, nonresiden al green building stand‐
ards, and for any building type where no 
other state agency has specific authority 
to do so.  
 

Commissioners (ten) are appointed by 
the Governor and represent the public, 
design professions, the building and con‐
struc on industry, local government 
building officials, fire and safety officials, 
and labor in accordance with Building 
Standards Law, Health and Safety Code 
(HSC) 18921. CBSC authority and direc‐

ves are iden fied in HSC, Division 13, 
Part 2.5 commencing with Sec on 18901. 

CBSC is supported by a staff of 14 state 
employees.  The Execu ve Director is  

appointed by the commissioners and is respon‐
sible for overseeing and carrying out the day‐to
‐day obliga ons of the commission.  
 

T he process of adop ng building stand‐
ards is governed by requirements in 
the California Building Standards Law, 

the Administra ve Procedure Act, and the   
California Administra ve Code, Title 24, Part 1, 
Chapter 1.   

CBSC is responsible for carrying out the code 
adop on process in accordance with these 
state laws and regula ons, which are intended 
to include the public in an open and transpar‐
ent consensus process.  Title 24 is published in 
its en rety every three years and includes cur‐
rent model codes and na onal standards.  An 
intervening code adop on cycle occurs in be‐
tween the triennial cycles for the purpose of 
adop ng revisions and new code require‐
ments.  Each cycle requires nearly 18‐months 
to complete. 

Several state agencies par cipate with CBSC in 
the code development and adop on processes 
including the Office of the State Fire Marshal, 
Department of Housing and Community Devel‐
opment, Division of the State Architect, Office 
of Statewide Health Planning and Develop‐
ment, and a number of others.  As mandated in 
law, CBSC Execu ve Director chairs the Coordi‐
na ng Council, which consists of representa‐

ves from code adop ng and proposing state 
agencies.  The Council provides for communi‐
ca on and coordina on between the state 

agencies concerning the code develop‐
ment processes.   

No one state agency has authority for all 
of the required codes or standards for all 
types of buildings.  Each agency is ac‐
countable for specific areas of the code.  
The Office of the State Fire Marshal for 
example oversees fire and panic safety.  
The Division of the State Architect devel‐
ops structural safety and accessibility 
standards, and the Department of Hous‐
ing and Community Development has 
authority for residen al occupancies.  
Each agency relies on interested party 
stakeholder groups in the process of de‐
veloping building standards to ensure 
that the resul ng code language is clear, 
consistent, achievable and necessary. 

C ode Advisory Commi ees (CAC) 
established by CBSC, convene 
once proposed building stand‐

ards are developed.  Six discipline specific 
commi ees consis ng of members that 
include subject ma er experts review the 
proposed codes and make recommenda‐

ons to CBSC during open public 
mee ngs.  Public comments are accepted 
during the CAC mee ngs and again dur‐
ing the 45‐day comment period before 
proposed codes are presented to CBSC 
for approval.  CBSC hears public tes mo‐
ny and takes CAC recommenda ons    
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