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5.410.2 Commissioning Exceptions “Dry Storage Warehouse” clarification 

 
 Statement of specific purpose, problem, rationale and benefits: 

CBSC has received several calls from building officials and commissioning agents asking for 
clarification of the term “dry storage warehouse”. The term “dry storage warehouse” has no specific 
definition. The intent of the exception is to exempt a warehouse or storage facility which does not 
require its contents to be conditioned for being commissioned. However, standard California Energy 
Code requirements still apply. A suggestion was made at the 2013 Green Building Focus Group 
meeting August 20th, 2013, that open parking garages be added to the exception for building 
commissioning. In an effort to be grammatically consistent, CBSC proposes to replace the word 
“under” with “less than”.  
 

 Proposed code language for the 2013 Intervening Cycle: 
 

LEGEND FOR PROPOSED LANGUAGE 
1. Proposed California language and modified language is underlined. 
2. Repealed text:  All such language appears in strikeout. 
3. [Information for the reader is bracketed and in red italics]

 
 
5.410.2 Commissioning. For new buildings 10,000 square feet and over, building commissioning shall be included in 
the design and construction processes of the building project to verify that the building systems and components 
meet the owner's project requirements.  Commissioning shall be performed in accordance with this section by trained 
personnel with experience on projects of comparable size and complexity.  Commissioning requirements shall 
include: [Text shown for clarity. No change to text] 

1. Owner’s or Owner representative’s project requirements 
2. Basis of design 
3. Commissioning measures shown in the construction documents 
4. Commissioning plan 
5. Functional performance testing 
6. Documentation and training 
7. Commissioning report 

Exceptions: 
 

1. Dry storage warehouses Unconditioned warehouses [or unconditioned storage or utility areas] of any 
size. 
[Consult with CEC, CALBO, etc. for clarifying language. The intent is no need to commission a 
building which is not mechanically conditioned] [O.Y. @ City of LA suggest “unconditioned 
warehouses] 

 [KR@SFM suggests (e.g. A-5, F-1 and F-2, H, S and U).  All of these buildings can come in different 
sizes as well as unconditioned. If the intent is to exempt unconditioned buildings (e.g. warehouses, 
factories, parking, open air] 

 
2. Areas under less than 10,000 square feet used for offices or other conditioned accessory spaces within dry 

storage warehouses unconditioned warehouses.  [or unconditioned storage or utility areas] 
3. Tenant improvements under less than 10,000 square feet as described in Section 303.1.1. 

4. Open parking garages of any size or open parking garage areas, of any size, within a structure. [Consult 
with CEC, SFM & City of LA. The CBC Chapter 4 lists mechanical-access open parking garages, 
open parking garages, enclosed garages.  How specific should this exemption be? Any parking 
garage as they are not conditioned, but some have more ventilation requirements per the CMC. See 
attached documentation] 

Note: For the purposes of this section, unconditioned shall mean the building, area or room is not proved heating 
and or air conditioning. 
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All building operating systems covered by Title 24, Part 6, as well as process equipment and controls, and renewable 
energy systems shall be included in the scope of the Commissioning Requirements. 


