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Friday, October 16, 2009

Californiz Building Standards Comunission,
2525 Natomas Patk Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, Califiornia 25833

Attention; Dave Walls, Executive Director -

Re: Comments on Permanent Adoption of Emergency ©iraywater Standards

To Mr. Dave Walls,

This letter containg my responses to the request for comms 1ts concerniog the proposal by the
Building Standards Commission to make permanent the e ergency adoption of graywater
building standards filed with the Secretary of State on Auy 15t 4, 2009 Please docket this letter.

1 appreciate the oppottunity to provide input at this critica. uncture of CBSC’s rulernaking
process and look forward to working with the various stakiholders to develop improved water
conservation standards. I support the permapent adopti- n of the emergency graywater
standards as they remove significant barriers to greate; use of graywater systems.

However, as important as the proposed changes are, T expu-t that the saviugs from this graywater
standard will be small compared to California’s need for g: »ater water conservation. I propose
that gray water systems or other eguivalent water saviigs measures be required for new
homes and new nonresidential buildings when the calc. lated water nsage by landscaping
exceed minimum cost-effective thresholds. If the analys 5 of these cost-effective thresholds has
been conducted, | recommend that these requirements for j: raywater systems be added to the
building codes as so0on as possible,

If guch an analysis has not been conducted, I recommend 1l at the responsible agencies develop a
proposal for requiring graywater systems where they are dv smed to be cost-effective.

Value of Water and Energy Standards

Along with the growing recognition that California can ill . fford to waste our precious water
resources, a pumnber of report have identified that by saving; water the can also save cnergy and
thus reduce greenbouse gas emissions, Water is delivered ' ia electrically powered purnps.’

' " decording 1o the dssociation of California Water Agencies, vi- ter agencias account for 7 pevoent of
California’s energy consumption and 5 percent of the summer pt sk demand. . p2 Natural Regources
Defense Council, . ¥nergy Down The Drain The Hlidden Cos! : of Califorpia’s Water Supply. August

2004, httpi//www.arde.org/water/conservation/edvain/edrain. pdi
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Water sent down the drain must be treated by electrically
plants.? Approximately 40% of residential water use is fc.
could be met with graywater.”

Conclusions

I support the proposed changes to the California Plumbin;,
use of graywater systems for iirigating ornamental plants
adopted pertnanently into the California Plumbing Code (.
24, Part 5).

Though the new graywater regulations are an important £ -
water cogsumption, regulations requiring graywater syster
will save not onlv water, but also electricity and associate-

1 strongly suggest that the responsible agencies develop a

effective water conserving measures in the building stand:
would expect that basic graywater requirements will be fi
homes sold with landscape having hirigation needs above:

Please let me know how I éan help. Please contact me if!
connents.

Sincerely,

//;Mﬁ;g?%- -

Jon McHngh, PE
Prineipal

ce: Martha Brook, CEC; Doug Hensel, HCD

2 “In 1995, wastewater treatment in California used approxim:
Toid

¥ p. 71 Table 3-5 “Hurdware Improvement Qputions for the Reductlon 1
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