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December 10, 2012


California Building Standards Commission
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, CA 95833

Attention: Jim McGowan, Executive Director


RE:  Proposed Building Standards of the Division of The State Architect.  
        Updates for the CBC accessibility provisions of Chapter 11B, Part 2


Public Comments from Target Corporation


Target Corporation respectfully submits the following comments regarding the proposed changes to the California Building Code, Chapter 11B Part 2, in support of the DSA-AC’s efforts to reconcile the State of California Building Code with the recently adopted Federal Accessibility Requirements.

The comment format that follows includes the DSA-AC’s proposed sections in black type, with Target’s comments and proposed language in red type.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Best Regards,	


Karen Gridley, CASp						
Code Compliance Representative			
Target Corporation
Property Development					
50 S 10th St. Ste 400 TP3-1175				
Minneapolis, MN 55403 				
612-761-8203						




Cc: Thomas Phillips, Code Compliance Manager





Regarding: 11B-247.1 Detectable Warnings. 
11B-247.1.2.2 Curb Ramps. 
11B-247.1.2.3 Islands or Cut-through Medians. 
11B-247.1.2.5 Hazardous Vehicular Areas.


Within the site boundary of public accommodations and commercial facilities Target recommends that the Building Standards Commission not to incorporate the above requirements for truncated domes at “Curb Ramps”, “Islands or Cut-through Medians”, and “Hazardous Vehicular Areas”, but instead maintain harmonization and consistency with the Federal Standards that require truncated domes only on the on the public way where the pedestrian access route is adjacent to or at intersection with a public vehicular right-of-way.  

Suggested language could be taken from the State of Florida, which has also adopted the 2010 Federal Accessibility Standards, with an amendment for truncated domes at curb ramps.  The following Florida language could be used as a template for the new California language.  It only requires truncated domes at locations subject to Department of Transportation regulations:
Florida 406.8. Detectable Warnings.  “Curb ramps subject to Department of Transportation regulation 49 CFR 37.21 shall have a detectable warning complying with 705…”

It is the experience of Target that there is much inconsistency in application of the truncated dome requirement in California, particularly in Accessible Parking and Access Aisle areas of parking lots, to the point that it causes confusion in which way a person with vision limitations should go, thereby creating a new hazard.  The irony being that a product intended to provide a cautionary alert, instead becomes a hazard in and of itself, both for persons with vision differences as well as persons using mobility devices.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Target has no recorded incidents involving visually impaired persons at over 1300 of our locations in 47 states without truncated domes.

Target recommends that the CBSC remembers the nature of the accessibility which would be gained or lost for the larger disabled population with truncated dome installations.  Domes belong at city/county sidewalk blended transitions and curb ramps intersecting public right-of-way streets, not on walks, curb ramps, or blended transitions within parking lots areas that are within the site boundary of public accommodations and commercial facilities.

The following commentary from the U.S. Access Board provides insight to this approach:
Update of the ADA Accessibility Guidelines
During the suspension [of detectable warnings], the Board sponsored further research on detectable warnings.   … In addition, it resumed work on developing a supplement to ADAAG specific to public rights-of-ways. Because issues concerning the use of detectable warnings are most relevant to public streets and sidewalks, the Board determined that provisions for detectable warnings on curb ramps should be addressed in rulemaking on public rights-of-ways rather than facilities on sites.  As a result, the Board did not include requirements for detectable warnings at curb ramps (or hazardous vehicular areas and reflecting pools) in its proposal to update ADAAG.
See http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/dws/update.htm

And:
Chapter 4: Accessible Routes 
All components of accessible routes have been combined into one chapter that covers walking surfaces…
…The new guidelines do not include a requirement for detectable warnings at curb ramps or hazardous vehicular areas since the Board is revisiting this issue in a separate rulemaking on accessible public rights-of-way. (Under the new guidelines detectable warnings are still required along the edges of boarding platforms in transit facilities.) 
See http://www.access-board.gov/ada-aba/summary.htm


Example of a truncated dome installation required by a local jurisdiction in a parking lot that causes confusion in which way a person with vision limitations should go, thereby creating a new hazard:
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