From: Conwell, Dan [mailto:ConwelD@sutterhealth.org] 
Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2012 10:23 AM
To: CBSC@DGS
Subject: CBC ADA Alignment

To the California Building Standards Commission:

I strongly urge the Commission’s modification of Chapter 11 of the California Building Code to align with the 2010 Americans with Disability Act Standards.  As a licensed California Architect since 1990, I have experienced first-hand the unnecessary cost and waste that has resulted from the variance between the CBC and the ADA.  In my current position, our organization has over 16 million square feet of physical space at over 800 distinct addresses in California.  The variance in these regulations has created ambiguity for our operators and their architects and contractors that have resulted in tens of thousands of physical access barriers.  This has in turn created hardship for the patients that we serve and resulted in millions of dollars of liability for our organization.  Aligning the CBC with the ADA is a long overdue step that will reduce waste and the cost of doing business in California, and will ultimately lead to a higher level of consistent access for the disabled community.  Again, I strongly urge you to approve the alignment of CBC Chapter 11 with the ADA Standards.

Regards,

 

Dan Conwell, AIA, NCARB

Director, Planning, Architecture and Design

Sutter Health Facility Planning and Development

2880 Gateway Oaks Suite 220

Sacramento, CA  95833

(916) 566-4819 direct

(916) 505-9423 cell  (Note new number) 

ConwelD@sutterhealth.org
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