
From: Richard Skaff [mailto:richardskaff@designingaccessiblecommunities.org]  
Sent: Sunday, June 08, 2014 9:14 AM 
To: McGowan, Jim@DGS 
Subject: Proposed Code Comments - California Housing and Community Developement - EV 
Charging Stations 
 

Mr. Jim McGowan, Executive Director 

California Building Standards Commission 

Mr. McGowan, 

Please accept these comments on the HCD's proposed code change 4.106.4.2.1:  The 
proposed code change below discriminates against people with disabilities because it 
does not provide the necessary standards that insure that persons with disabilities can 
use electric vehicle charging stations.  Without the requirements for signage, accessible 
route and van parking loading zone requirements, this proposed code change insures 
that people with disabilities will be discriminated against in charging station construction.   

The code change should be disapproved because it is in violation of the following BSC 
Criteria: 

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other 
building standards.   

The proposed code change is in violation of parking standards provided in Chapters 11A 
and 11B. 

(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling 
legislation and is not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 

The proposed code change is in violation of CA Civil Code 51 and 54, CA Government 
Code 4450 and Health and Safety Code 19955, as well as the ADA.  CA law has 
required since 1968 that building standards include standards to insure that persons with 
disabilities can use the built environment. 

(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. 

The public interest is violated by this proposed code change in that persons with 
temporary or permanent disabilities will be excluded from using electric vehicle charging 
stations due to the lack of access requirements. 

(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, 
in whole or in part. 

The proposed building standard is unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair and capricious in the 
deliberate intent to exclude persons with disabilities from the use of electric vehicle 
charging stations.  Lack of specificity regarding an accessible route to the charging 



station parking space, lack of signage and ommission of well established requirements 
for making parking spaces accessible to persons with disabilities as required in Chapter 
11B demonstrate a bias and unreasonable discrimination against persons with 
disabilities. 

(5) does not apply 

(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole 
or in part. 

The proposed building standard is purposefully ambiguous and vague by requiring only 
part of the standards necessary for the construction of accessible parking spaces for 
persons with disabilities, particularly in the omission of signage. 

(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have 
been incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 

The applicable national specifications in the ADA, CA Title 24 11B have not been 
incorporated. 

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately 
address the goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall 
accompany the proposed building standard when submitted to the commission. 

No such statement is provided. 

        (B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is 
relevant to the proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement 
informing the commission and submit that statement with the proposed building 
standard. 

National specification and published standards are commonly available, but not included 
in this proposed code change. 

Suggested Revisions to the text:  The Commission should direct HCD to include a 
statement that parking for electric vehicle charging stations should comply with current 
code for parking as stated in CA Title 24 11B-208.  

Please note that I’ve attached a copy of H&CD’s “EV Readiness Report” for your 
review.  In that report, you will see that H&CD, in the process of developing their 
proposed code adoption package regarding EV Charging stations, created a 
“Steering Committee” to help them with that effort.  The following were the 
members of that committee: 
 

 Dana Papke Waters 
Climate Action and Research Planning 
California Air Resources Board 
•  Lindsee Tanimoto 



Electric Vehicle Team Lead 
Emerging Fuels and Technologies Office 
California Energy Commission 
•  Elise M. Keddie, PhD - Manager, Zero Emission Vehicle Implementation 
Section 
California Air Resources Board 
•  Robert E. Raymer, PE 
Senior Engineer/Technical Director 
California Building Industry Association 
•  Adam Langton, Senior Energy Analyst 
Energy Division 
Public Utilities Commission 
HCD Coordinators for the Steering Committee 
•  Doug Hensel, Assistant Deputy Director 
•  Richard Weinert, Programs Manager 
 
 
As you can see, although Robert Raymer, representing one of the largest home 
building group, California Building Industries Association was a member of that 
steering committee, once again, there were no representatives from the disability 
community! 
 
Richard Skaff, Executive Director 
Designing Accessible Communities 
15500 Monte Rosa Avenue 
Guerneville, CA 95446 
Voice/Fax: 707-604-3503 
Cell: 415-497-1091 
Email: richardskaff@designingaccessiblecommunities.org 
Web: www.designingaccessiblecommunities.org 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 

The information contained in this e-mail message and any attachments 
it contains, are intended only for the individual(s) to whom it is 
addressed and may contain information that is legally privileged, 
confidential, proprietary, or otherwise not allowed to be disclosed under 
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, 
copying, or distribution is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you 
have received this e-mail in error, please notify me immediately by 
replying to this message and then permanently deleting the original 
email. 



 
 
 


