RDSA IR A-18

USE OF CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS PREPARED BY
OTHER PROFESSIONALS

Disciplines:  Structural History: Revised 04-15-16 Revised 08-03-11 Revised 07-01-09
Revised 08-14-14 Revised 04-27-10 Issued 02-01-08

PURPOSE: This Interpretation of Regulations (IR) clarifies situations where the use of a
statement of general conformance is acceptable in lieu of over-stamping on projects under the
jurisdiction of the Division of the State Architect (DSA).

BACKGROUND: Business and Professions Code
1, Section 4-317(h), require signature and sea
responsible charge to be shown on the bagi
specifications, calculations, reports, etg

5536.1 and 6735, and Title 24, Part
e architect or engineer in general
ents that include plans,

In certain situations, such as listeg
general responsible charge uti
other California licensed p
shown in Appendix A
in general responsi

signed, and stamped by
t of General Conformance

1.1 Limitations

1.1.1 DSA will have€ the final determination if the Statement of General Conformance is
applicable or not.

1.1.2 The architect or engineer in general responsible charge and the architect or engineer
who has been delegated responsibility for a portion of a project shall prepare a
statement of general conformance and a signature block, and provide his/her
signature. The statement shall indicate that he/she personally reviewed and
coordinated the document(s) prepared by others and found it to be in general
conformance. Languages such as “... reviewed by X/Y/Z Company, and found to
be...” will not be acceptable. Acceptable examples of the Statement of General
Conformance and Signature Block are shown in Appendix A and B, respectively.

1.1.3 The Statement of General Conformance “shall not be construed as relieving the
architect or the structural engineer in general responsible charge of his or her rights,
duties, and responsibilities under Sections 17302 and 81138 of the Education Code,
and Sections 4-336, 4-341 and 4-344” of Title 24, Part 1 (quoted from Title 24, Part
1, Section 4-316 [b)]).

114 California registered professional engineers or licensed specialists who perform the
engineering designs and prepare the construction documents, which are considered
to be in general conformance by the architect or engineer in general responsible
charge, must be competent in the subject area in accordance with Title 16, Division
5, Section 415.

1.2  Applicability: The Statement of General Conformance may be used for the following:
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1.21 Deferred approvals.

1.2.2 When previously approved pre-check (PC) documents are utilized as part of a
project and there are no changes from the DSA-approved PC documents.

1.2.3 In lieu of stamps and signatures (required per Title 24, Part 1, Section 4-317(h)) for
the basic construction documents (Civil, Architectural, Structural, Mechanical,
Electrical, Plumbing, Landscape, etc.).

1.3  Documents Prepared by Manufacturer’s Design Professionals for Deferred
Building Components and Structures from Approved Pre-Checked (PC) Plans:
When a manufacturer supplies plans and spe ions prepared by its design
professional for deferred approvals of bui ents, and structures from
approved PC documents, a statemen mance may be used, and:

of building components,
erred approval in

1.3.1 A manufacturer’s engineer

previous applicati at is incorporated in the

or DSA 1-DEL (see

pility of the design professional in
listed on the DSA 1-DEL (see

of Regulations. The duties for a delegated
the DSA 1-DEL (see exception).

ordance with DSA 1-MR.

1.3.2 Testing an@,sspection during fabrication of a structure/component at a remote
manufacturing facility shall be the responsibility of the school district/owner to provide
testing and inspection by a DSA-certified project inspector, DSA accepted laboratory
and/or special inspector, in accordance with IR A-15: Testing and Inspection of
Remotely Fabricated Structural Elements.

2, CHANGES TO DOCUMENTS PREPARED BY OTHER PROFESSIONALS: This
section also applies to DSA approved PC documents. If the architect or engineer in general
responsible charge makes any change to the construction documents prepared by other
professionals, DSA will accept the changes under either of the following conditions:

e The signature and stamp of the original professional appears on the change, and the
architect or engineer in general responsible charge provides a statement of general
conformance, or

e The architect or engineer in general responsible charge stamps and signs all
changes and assumes responsibility for the changed portion, in accordance with Title
24, Part 1, Section 4-316(c), and subject to the approval of DSA. If the changes
significantly affect the safety of the entire structure, the architect or engineer in
general responsible charge shall assume responsibility for the entire design.

3. DOCUMENTS SIGNED AND STAMPED BY OUT-OF-STATE PROFESSIONALS: Only
documents signed and stamped by California licensed design professionals are acceptable to
DSA.

<
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http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/dsa/forms/DSA_1.pdf
http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/dsa/forms/DSA_1-DEL.pdf
http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/dsa/forms/DSA_1-MR.pdf
http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/dsa/pubs/IR_A-15_rev01-14-15.pdf
http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/dsa/pubs/IR_A-15_rev01-14-15.pdf
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4. USE OF THE STATEMENT OF GENERAL CONFORMANCE: The Statement and the
Signature Block shall be prepared and signed per Section 1.1.2 above, and shown on the
documents prepared by others and/or the project construction documents, as follows:

4.1 Statement of General Conformance shall be shown on the cover sheet, the index
sheet, or as directed by DSA.

4.2 Signature Block shall be shown together with the statement of general conformance
and as directed by DSA.

APPENDICES:

Appendix A — Example of Statement of @
Appendix B — Example of Signatures

REFERENCES:
California Adminis 6, 4-317
Section 415

Professiona
Californi

This administrative in
design professionals, to
DSA, which includes State
state-leased essential servi indicates acceptable practices as stipulated in the California Administrative code (CCR, Title
24, Part 1) and aligning with D and procedures. This IR is reviewed on a regular basis and is subject to revision at any time. Please
check the DSA website for curre ective IRs. Administrative and technical IRs are listed on the DSA website at:

http://www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa/Resources/IRManual.aspx.

Administrative IRs are effective upon publication. Questions regarding the effective date for existing projects can be directed to the DSA
Regional Office with plan review and construction oversight authority for the project.
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APPENDIX A.

Example of Statement of General Conformance

Statement of General Confermance

FOR ARCHITECTS/ENGINEERS™HO UTILIZE PLANS,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, SHO¥ GS PREPARED BY OTHER
LICENSED DESIGN PROFESS OR CONSULTANTS

(Application No. )
[ ] The drawings or.g
[ ] This drawing
Have/has b als or consultants who are
licensed Vings in this state. It has been
exami
1) des the appropriate requirements of Title 24,
Calife and the project specifications prepared by me,

incorpora construction of this project.

The Statement of Generas€onfcrmance “shall not be construed as relieving me of my rights, duties, and
responsibilities under Sectiong 17302 and 81138 of the Education Code, and Sections 4-336, 4-341 and
4-344” of Title 24, Part 1 (Title 24, Part 1, Section 4-317 (b)).

IR A-18 (rev 04-15-16) Page 4 of 5
DIVISION OF THE STATE ARCHITECT DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES  STATE OF CALIFORNIA



DSA IR A-18
USE OF CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS PREPARED BY OTHER PROFESSIONALS

APPENDIX B:

Example of Signature Block

| find that: [ ] All drawings or sheets listed on the g dex sheet

[] This drawing or page
[ is/are in general conformance with the project dg conformance with the project design
and
[] has/have been coordinated with the proje
specifications.

dinated with the project plans and

Signature Date

hitect or Engineer delegated responsibility
for this portion of the work

Architect or Engin
general responsible

Print Name Print Name
License Number Expiration Date License Number Expiration Date
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