BEFORE THE
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of:
PARENT ON BEHALF OF STUDENT, OAH CASE NO. 2013051138
V. ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
AS TO WHY CASE SHOULD NOT BE
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISMISSED AND CONTINUING
DISTRICT. PREHEARING CONFERENCE AND
HEARING

On May 28, 2013, Parent on behalf of Student (collectively, Student) filed the due
process hearing request (Complaint) in this matter against the Los Angeles Unified School
District (District). By Order dated May 30, 2013, the Office of Administrative Hearings
(OAH) set mediation, prehearing conference (PHC), and due process hearing (DPH) dates.
On June 26, 2013, the parties filed a joint request for continuance, requesting that the
mediation, PHC, and DPH dates be continued. By Order dated June 26, 2013, OAH granted
the request, and set the PHC for September 20, 2013, at 10:00 a.m., and the DPH for
September 30, 2013 through October 3, 2013. The Order was duly served on the parties.

On September 17, 2013, District filed a request to continue the DPH dates (Motion).
The Motion was based on the District’s counsel’s calendaring conflicts and need to prepare
for the hearing. The Motion included a declaration from District’s counsel, Angela Gordon,
stating that she had attempted to call Parent on two occasions to discuss the Motion and
possible continuance dates, but Parent did not respond to these calls. Parent did not file any
response to the Motion.

On September 20, 2013, at 10:00 a.m., Elsa H. Jones, Administrative Law Judge
(ALJ), Office of Administrative Hearings, convened the duly noticed PHC. The PHC was
recorded. Ms. Gordon appeared on behalf of the District, and District had timely filed a PHC
Statement prior to the PHC.

Student did not appear at the PHC, and did not file a PHC Statement. The ALJ called
both numbers that OAH had in its file for Parent, that Student had included in the Complaint,
but Parent did not answer the calls. Rather, at both numbers the calls were answered by
voicemail. The ALJ left a message on the voicemail at each number, requesting that Parent
call OAH to participate in the PHC, and stating that the case would be subject to dismissal
unless Parent appeared at the PHC. Parent did not call OAH at any time during the PHC.



Therefore, the ALJ issues the following Order:

1. Order to Show Cause (OSC): A telephonic OSC re: Dismissal
hearing is set for September 27, 2013, at 10:00 a.m., at which both parties must appear,
and at which time Student must appear and show cause, if any, why the Complaint should
not be dismissed for failure to prosecute this matter. OAH will initiate the telephone call to
convene the hearing. If Student fails to appear for the OSC re: Dismissal hearing, then the
Complaint will be dismissed for failure to prosecute this matter.

2. District’s Motion to Continue: District’s Motion to Continue is
granted, for good cause shown, especially in view of the pendency of the hearing on the OSC
re: Dismissal. The telephonic PHC is continued to October 11, 2013, at 1:00 p.m. OAH
will initiate the conference call. Further, the DPH is continued to October 21-24, 2013,
and shall continue day to day thereafter Monday through Thursday as needed, at the
discretion of the ALJ. The hearing will commence at 1:30 p.m. on October 21.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Dated: September 20, 2013

/sl
ELSA H. JONES
Administrative Law Judge
Office of Administrative Hearings




