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accessibility to the Seismic Mitigation Program were approved by the State 
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We’re happy to announce that regulatory changes 

to provide greater accessibility to the Seismic 

Mitigation Program (SMP) were approved by the 

State Allocation Board (SAB). The changes will 

allow a greater number of schools to qualify for 

the SMP funding, thereby making seismic repairs, 

reconstruction, and replacement more feasible. 

Assisting the SAB in easing access to the SMP 

funds has been an extensive and worthwhile 

experience. Time has been dedicated to this topic 

not only by the Office of Public School Construction, but also by the SAB’s 

Seismic Subcommittee. All of our work has paid off for California schools!

Details on the regulatory changes for the SMP as well as many other hot 

topics are included in this edition of Building Blocks. Enjoy!

Please send comments and suggestions for future editions of Building Blocks 

to opscnews@dgs.ca.gov.
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Lisa Silverman 
Acting Executive Officer 
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Update on the Seismic  
Mitigation Program
By Alan Shoemaker

The State Allocation Board’s (SAB) Seismic Mitigation Subcommittee and 

the Office of Public School Construction (OPSC) have been working with 

other involved agencies and stakeholders to develop regulations that will 

provide greater accessibility to the Seismic Mitigation Program (SMP).

Pursuant to the regulations approved by the SAB on June 22, 2011:

Funding is available for the most vulnerable Category 2 projects 

that meet the following requirements:

• The construction contract was executed on or after May 20, 2006

• The project funding provided shall be for the minimum work necessary to 

obtain Division of State Architect (DSA) approval

• The building is designed for occupancy by students and staff

• DSA concurs with the structural engineer’s report

• The California Geological Survey concurs with the geologic hazards 

report, if applicable

Applications for Funding will be funded in date order received.
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The SAB directed the regulations to be submitted to the Office of 

Administrative Law (OAL) on an emergency basis. The regulations will 

become effective upon approval by the OAL.

To date, four SMP projects have been approved by the SAB. These projects 

total approximately $19 million out of the total $199.5 million set aside by 

the Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2006 

(Proposition 1D) for seismic repair, reconstruction, or replacement of the 

most vulnerable school facilities.

SAB and SAB Subcommittee meeting agendas and webcasts are available on 

the OPSC’s Meeting Archives webpage. 

If you are interested in the SMP Facility Hardship grant, please contact: 

Darlene Newman at (916) 375-4269 or darlene.newman@dgs.ca.gov 

Alan Shoemaker at (916) 376-5359 or alan.shoemaker@dgs.ca.gov

http://www.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/AboutUs/sab/Archives.aspx
mailto:alan.shoemaker@dgs.ca.gov
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Career Technical Education Facilities 
Program Cycle 3 List
by Lina Lyda

At the May State Allocation Board (SAB) Meeting, $29.3 million was 

approved to provide additional unfunded approvals for Career Technical 

Education Facilities Program (CTEFP) projects from the third funding 

cycle. This funding became available through project rescissions and loan 

repayments from the first two funding cycles of the CTEFP.

The link below displays projects that were previously scored by the 

California Department of Education and submitted to the Office of Public 

School Construction for unfunded approval consideration by the deadline of 

April 1, 2010:

Unfunded CTEFP Projects (Third Cycle) 

Under the CTEFP, funds are apportioned to the highest ranked project in 

each locale. The list reflects the projects that are awaiting approval.

For more information, please contact:

Lina Lyda at (916) 375-4027 or lina.lyda@dgs.ca.gov.

 1 of 1 

Did You Know?

Overcrowding Relief Grant Program 
Applications are due July 29th
The application filing period for the current funding cycle of 

the Overcrowding Relief Grant (ORG) Program ends July 29th. 

Applications received from February 1, 2011 to July 29, 2011 are part 

of the eighth cycle and will be processed for State Allocation Board 

approval at an upcoming meeting. 

For assistance, please contact: Brigitte Baul, ORG Supervisor, at 

brigitte.baul@dgs.ca.gov or 916.375.5984. 

http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Resources/CTE/CTE_3rd_Cycle1.pdf
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New Funding Process for School 
Facility Program
By Janna Shaffer

The State Allocation Board (SAB) approved regulations to allow the SAB to 

provide ongoing monthly priority funding apportionments from cash returning 

to the School Facility Program (SFP) through rescissions, return of savings, or 

sources of cash other than bond sales at the May 25, 2011 meeting.

In order to accomplish this, the regulations create two certification filing 

periods per year in order for all projects on the Unfunded Approvals list to 

receive apportionments. Each period will have a 30-day certification submittal 

window. The certification will be valid for six months beginning the second 

Wednesday in January and the second Wednesday in July each year. As bond 

sales take place or cash becomes available, districts that have submitted 

a certification within the appropriate six-month window will be eligible for 

priority funding apportionments. 

If the district’s project receives an apportionment, the district will have 90 

days to submit a Fund Release Authorization (Form SAB 50-05). 

• Information concerning priority funding filing periods will be posted on 

the OPSC website.

• Email notifications will be sent to all districts providing information on 

upcoming priority funding certification periods.

• Additionally, districts will be notified by mail during the 90-day filing period.

Projects that fail to meet this deadline will be rescinded with no further Board 

action. For purposes of priority funding, a rescinded application will be placed 

back on the Unfunded Approvals List with an Unfunded Approval date that is 

the date the Form SAB 50-05 was due. 

Districts may request an apportionment for Design Only applications 

under the priority funding round. Design Only applications receiving an 

apportionment will receive an automatic fund release without submitting 

a Form SAB 50-05. However, Design Only applications must still submit a 

request to convert an Unfunded Approval to an Apportionment.
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Currently, the regulations are in the review process. Once approved by the 

Office of Administrative Law, school districts will have 30 calendar days to 

submit certifications for the first filing round.

• Districts that have approved applications on the Unfunded List may be 

granted an apportionment if the district certifies that it will submit a 

request for fund release within 90 days of the apportionment date.

• All certifications must be submitted to the following address:

Office of Public School Construction

Subject: Priority Funding Round 

707 3rd Street

West Sacramento, California 95605

• Certifications must be physically received by the OPSC on or before 

the due date. 

• The certifications will be valid until January 10, 2012.

It is important that all school districts that can meet the certification submit 

the certifications within the filing periods, no matter the location of the 

project on the Unfunded Approvals list. The listing of school districts ready 

for apportionments will be provided to the State Treasurer’s Office and the 

Department of Finance for determining the cash needs of the SFP.

If you have any questions, please contact your OPSC Project Manager.
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http://www.applications.opsc.dgs.ca.gov/employee/pmassign.asp


E-mail this newsletter.

IN THIS ISSUE 

Click  on headline to view the article.

8

Lisa Silverman 

Acting Executive Officer 

State Allocation Board/OPSC 

lisa.silverman@dgs.ca.gov

 

Building
Blocks
 The Office of Public School  
 Construction newsletter

S T A T E  O F  C A L I F O R N I A

“To enrich the lives of California’s school  

children as stewards of the taxpayers’  

commitment to education”

J U N E  /  J U L Y  2 0 1 1

Working Together

Update on the Seismic Mitigation 
Program

Career Technical Education 
Facilities Program Cycle 3 List

New Funding Process for 
School Facility Program

OPSC Outreach Team 
Offers 1-on-1 Assistance

Financial Hardship Re-Reviews

Additional Grant for 
Site Development

Bond Proceeds Released

Regulatory Update

OPSC Deadlines and Key Dates

OPSC Outreach Team Offers  
1-on-1 Assistance 
By Brian LaPask & Deah Johnson

The Office of Public School Construction (OPSC) Outreach Team was officially 

introduced at the April 25, 2011 State Allocation Board (SAB) meeting. This 

new team was created to help districts understand and access the programs 

offered by the SAB through the OPSC. The Outreach Team is available to 

evaluate districts’ needs and goals and match them with eligible programs. 

The Outreach Team can provide program options that align with a district’s 

facility needs and offer guidance through the program application process. 

Since the largest amount of remaining bond authority at this time is available 

in the School Facility Program Modernization Program, the Outreach Team’s 

current focus is to help districts access this program by evaluating their 

schools’ modernization needs. The team is available to provide one-on-one 

assistance in establishing or updating modernization eligibility for school sites 

and to guide districts through the modernization funding application process.

In addition to the one-on-one services, there are additional resources 

available to districts on the OPSC website, including webinars that guide 

districts through the process with step-by-step tutorials and specific program 

requirements. This allows districts to access resources and information at 

their own convenience.

The services from the Outreach Team are available to all districts at no cost. 

If you would like assistance tailored to your district’s facilities needs, please 

send an email to OPSCOutreach@dgs.ca.gov. 
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http://www.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Resources/OPSCWebinars.aspx


E-mail this newsletter.

IN THIS ISSUE 

Click  on headline to view the article.

9

Lisa Silverman 

Acting Executive Officer 

State Allocation Board/OPSC 

lisa.silverman@dgs.ca.gov

 

Building
Blocks
 The Office of Public School  
 Construction newsletter

S T A T E  O F  C A L I F O R N I A

“To enrich the lives of California’s school  

children as stewards of the taxpayers’  

commitment to education”

J U N E  /  J U L Y  2 0 1 1

Working Together

Update on the Seismic Mitigation 
Program

Career Technical Education 
Facilities Program Cycle 3 List

New Funding Process for 
School Facility Program

OPSC Outreach Team 
Offers 1-on-1 Assistance

Financial Hardship Re-Reviews

Additional Grant for 
Site Development

Bond Proceeds Released

Regulatory Update

OPSC Deadlines and Key Dates

Financial Hardship Re-Reviews
By Jason Hernandez and Steve Inman

On May 25, 2011, the State Allocation Board (SAB) took action to allow School 

Facility Program (SFP) Regulation Section 1859.81(f) to sunset. This means 

that Financial Hardship projects currently on the unfunded list will now undergo 

a review of their financial records to determine if they have any additional 

funds available to contribute to their project(s) prior to receiving an actual 

apportionment. For projects added to an unfunded list between February 25, 

2009 and June 30, 2011, only the district’s revenue received on or after July 1, 

2011 will be considered in the calculations of available funds. Projects added 

to an unfunded list after July 1, 2011 will be subject to a review of additional 

funds available, as described in SFP Regulation Section 1859.81(e).

The Board also established two 30-day “priority in funding” rounds each year 

beginning on the second Wednesday of January and the second Wednesday 

of July. Financial Hardship districts with projects on an unfunded list that 

wish to participate in a funding round will be contacted by the Office of Public 

School Construction (OPSC) for documentation necessary to conduct a review 

to determine if additional funds are available to contribute to their project(s). 

The district will be sent a contact letter informing them that this review 

will have to be conducted prior to the district receiving an apportionment. 

Along with the letter, a checklist of the required documentation and fund 

worksheets (that must be filled out by the district) will be provided. Returning 

the requested documentation along with completed fund worksheets will help 

the OPSC expedite the re-review for the district. Any incomplete packages will 

be returned to the district unprocessed. These reviews must be completed 

prior to the district receiving an actual apportionment. 

For more information, please contact:

Steve Inman at steve.inman@dgs.ca.gov or (916) 375-4576

Jason Hernandez at jason.hernandez@dgs.ca.gov or (916) 376-5369.
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http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Regulations/SFP_Regs.pdf#page=54
http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Regulations/SFP_Regs.pdf#page=54
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Additional Grant for Site Development
By Hannah Konnoff

At the July 12, 2011 meeting, the State Allocation Board (SAB) adopted 

an amendment to the School Facility Program (SFP) Regulations to extend 

the expiration date of the additional grant for general site development by 

two years, to January 1, 2014, and authorized the Office of Public School 

Construction (OPSC) to file the proposed regulations with the Office of 

Administrative Law.

These regulations were originally created in response to grant adequacy 

discussions in 2006, in which a preliminary analysis conducted by the Grant 

Adequacy Ad Hoc Committee concluded that a supplemental grant for General 

Site Development may not have been considered in the per-pupil grant in 

Chapter 407, Statutes of 1998 (SB 50 - Greene). In December 2007, the 

SAB approved regulations to provide an additional grant for General Site 

Development for new construction projects that are new schools or additions 

to existing sites where additional acreage is being acquired.

The regulations implementing this additional grant were effective beginning 

September 5, 2006 with a suspension date of “no later than January 1, 2008,” 

but the SAB has approved extensions to continue providing the grant.

For more information regarding the Additional Grant for Site Development, 

please contact your OPSC Project Manager. 
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http://www.applications.opsc.dgs.ca.gov/employee/pmassign.asp
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Bond Proceeds Released
By Janet Mizushima

The Office of Public School Construction has processed the following fund 

releases from 2009 and 2010 bond sales as of July 8, 2011: 

March 2009 Bond Sale: 

Total funds released: $528.8 million of $528.8 million — 100 percent 

Total projects: 235 projects have received funds 

April 2009 Bond Sale: 

Total funds released: $1.398 billion of $1.438 billion — 97 percent 

Total projects: 404 projects have received funds 

October 2009 Bond Sale and November 2009 Commercial Paper: 

Total funds released: $464.3 million of $509.6 million — 91 percent 

Total projects: 225 projects have received funds 

November 2009 Bond Sale and December 2009 Commercial Paper: 

Total funds released: $103.3 million of $111.4 million — 93 percent 

Total projects: 34 projects have received funds 

March 2010 Bond Sale: 

Total funds released: $1,191.9 million of $1,351.4 million — 88 percent 

Total projects: 258 projects have received funds 

November 2010 Bond Sale: 

Total funds released: $1,426.8 million of $1,483.1 million — 96 percent 

Total projects: 502 projects have received funds 

See Status of Funds for more details.

http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc//Resources/Funds_Status.pdf
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* These funds could be transferred.

Remaining Bond Authority - $1.925 billion
(by program, in millions)

as of July 12, 2011
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Regulatory Update 

Two-Year Extension of the General Site Development Additional Grant

• Extends the additional grant until no later than January 1, 2014.

• Amends Regulation Section 1859.76.

• Administrative review has begun.

Seismic Mitigation Program Regulatory Amendments

• EMERGENCY STATUS

• Helps broaden participation in the Seismic Mitigation Program (SMP) to 

facilitate apportioning the remaining $194.8 million in SMP funding to 

eligible projects. Increases the number of eligible building structure types 

from eight to 14 and eliminates the 1.68g ground-shaking threshold. 

Clarifies criteria that structures must have “structural deficiencies that 

post an unacceptable risk of injury to its occupants in a seismic event.”

• Amends Regulation Sections 1859.2 and 1859.82.

• Administrative review continues.

Priorities in Funding Process 

Resumption of Financial Hardship Re-Reviews

• EMERGENCY STATUS

• 1) Priority funding “rounds” changed to “process.” Application periods will 

begin on July 13, 2011 or as soon thereafter as the regulations become 

effective, and annually on second Wednesday of January and July.  

2) Sets forth criteria for financial hardship re-reviews to resume on or 

after July 1, 2011.

• Amends Sections 1859.90.2 and 1859.81.

• Administrative review continues.

One-Year Extension of State Allocation Board (SAB) Authority to 

Continue Inactive Preliminary Charter School Apportionments 

• Extends the SAB’s authority until July 1, 2012.

• Amends Regulation Section 1859.166.2.

• Administrative review continues.

• Public comment period ends 09/05/11.

Note: Regulations become effective upon review and approval of the Office of 
Administrative Law.
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OPSC Deadlines and Key Dates
Upcoming Meetings 
State Allocation Board (SAB) - View SAB calendar 

• August 24, 2011 (Wednesday) 4:00 p.m.

•  September 28, 2011 (Wednesday) 4:00 p.m.

OPSC/DSA/CDE Pre-SAB Meeting Forums 

•  August 24, 2011 (Wednesday) 9:30 a.m.

•  September 28, 2011 (Wednesday) 9:30 a.m.

Implementation Committee - View IMP calendar 

•  August 11, 2011 (Thursday) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

•  September 8, 2011 (Thursday) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Deadlines
Overcrowding Relief Grant Funding Cycle:

Deadline to submit funding applications for the eighth funding cycle:

• July 29, 2011

Facilities Certification:

Community Schools Facilities Report (Form SAB 406C)

Expelled Pupils Facilities Report (Form SAB 406E)

Forms are due:

• September 1, 2011

Did you know?

Second Joint State Agencies’ Workshop
The second Joint State Agencies’ Workshop was held on July 13, 

2011 at the Ziggurat Auditorium in West Sacramento. A total of 55 

participated in the Workshop in person or via webcast. The following 

topics were presented: 

California Department of Education: Site Approval 

Division of the State Architect: High Performance 

Office of Public School Construction: High Performance, 

Modernization Eligibility and Funding, and Site Acquisition. 

The webcast can be viewed at the following link: 

http://www.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Resources.aspx

http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/SAB_Agenda_Items/2011_SAB_Dates.pdf
http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Imp_Agenda_Items/2011-02/1_IMP_2011_Calendar.pdf

