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T       he Perris Union High School 

District dedicated its its new, 

state-of-the-art Agricultural Research 

Center (ARC) at Heritage High School 

School on September 22, 2012. 

Construction of the $6.1 million 

agricultural facility was completed in 

July 2012.

The District spans local communities 

with a rich agricultural heritage. This 

flagship facility will serve to elevate 

the school’s agricultural program, 

standing as a model facility for the 

District and surrounding community 

for many years to come. As the 

third high school in the District, and 

the second in the District with an 

agricultural program, the Heritage 

campus is well equipped to continue 

its strong tradition as one of the top 

agricultural programs in Southern 

California.

The career courses offered at the ARC 

allow students to develop foundational 

career knowledge and skills within 

the pathways of Agriscience, 

Animal Science, Ornamental 

Horticulture, Plant and Soil Science, 

and Agricultural Business. The 
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ARC advances the curricula from 

theoretical classroom instruction 

to practical application, creating 

a complete agriculture education 

experience. Students participating 

in the program will have the 

opportunity to complete industry-

validated certificates, take course 

offerings for college while still in 

high school, and participate in job 

shadowing and internships with 

local industry partners.

The facility was designed for a 

two-phase construction process 

and was dependent on funding 

from the State’s Career Technical 

Education Facilities Program. The 

first phase of construction included 

grading, utilities, vehicle access and 

construction of the 15,000 square 

foot agricultural research building, 

along with establishing the orchard, 

olericulture area, pastures, rabbit 

barn, and pasture and poultry shade 

structures. 

The second construction phase 

integrated a state-of-the-art 

greenhouse, shade house, finishing 

barn for swine and infrastructure for 

106 future photovoltaic panels to 

the main research building, thereby 

completing the overall facility. 

The collaboration of passionate 

educators, open-minded designers, 

and hardworking contractors all 

contributed to the outstanding facility. 

As a result, the ARC is the union of 

a traditional farm design with the 

modern form and proportion of the 

existing campus architecture.



Career Technical Education

State Funds $2.25 million

Funding Approved October 2010

Funding Received December 2011

Heritage High
Perris Union High School District, Riverside County

School of the Month
January 2013


