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State Agency Recognition Awards 2012

Nomination Form
Type of Award: Advocate Award

Nominator’s Information

Name: Olivia Fonseca

Address: 717 K Street, Suite 427, Sacramento, CA 95814

Phone: (916) 261-2246 Email:  ofonsecasac@att.net

Advocate Information

Name of Advocate: Robert Padilla
Agency: High Speed Rail
Address:

Phone: Email:

Areas of Impact

Executive/Department Support (What type and how did you receive support?)
Customer Service (What improved and how was it effective?)

Contract Simplification (What caused the change and how was it implemented?)
Electronic Commerce (How did this benefit SB/DVBE businesses?)
Education/Outreach (What was developed and implemented?)

Public/Private Partnerships (What new partnerships were formed?)
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Other (please specify) Advocacy

Nomination # (DGS use only)



In the fields below, please explain why the specified advocate deserves this nomination.

Justification for nomination (Please use less than 1,900 characters including spaces)

As a Small Business Advocate for over 20 years and recently appointed Small Business Advocate
for the California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA), Mr. Robert Padilla is dedicated to assisting all
small businesses in California to obtain the resources and information to be successful on obtaining
State Government contracts. He is also responsible for statewide SB/DBE Program administration
and compliance with the efforts to meet a 30% SB/DBE goal on the CHSRA contracts.

Mr. Padilla was appointed the Small Business Advocate for CHSRA on July 23, 2012. Mr. Padilla
previously served as SB/DBE Program Manager of the Office of Business and Economic
Opportunity, California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and for 18 months was the Deputy
Business Development Services for the Governor’s Office of Economic Opportunity.

How did the advocate improve SB/DVBE participation? (Please use less than 1,900 characters including spaces)

Mr. Padilla is a leader in assisting small businesses maneuver through the maze of State
government contracts.

As a life-long innovator, Mr. Padilla has pioneered methods, programs and services to assist small
business firms, inclusive of disadvantaged businesses, disabled veteran businesses and
microbusinesses participate competitively in commodities, professional services and
construction-related projects.

His passion for small business participation has garnered his appointment as the Co-chair of the
National Association of Minority and Women Business Program Transportation Officials, which is
comprised of more than 40 Transportation Official leaders representing State Departments of
Transportation and General Administration.
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Performance measurements:

Results achieved (Please use less than 1,900 characters including spaces)

Mr. Padilla advocacy has resulted in amending processes and procedures that removed small
business barriers while at Caltrans. Mr. Padilla creativity is responsible for enhancing partnerships
with federal and State agencies to provide small businesses with free or low-cost business
assistance, such as no-cost technical assistance and training, mobile business supportive services,
mandatory pre-bid meetings, Procurement Fairs, Quarterly Look Ahead Outreach events, Small
Business Tool Kits, a Memorandum of Understanding between Caltrans and the U.S. Small
Business Administration (the first and only of its kind in the nation) to provide surety bond assistance,

and Mentor-Protégeé Business Programs. The results of his advocacy and creativity are increased
contracting dollars going to small businesses.

Increase in SB/DVBE participation (Please use less than 1,900 characters including spaces)

While at Caltrans, in 2011, Mr. Padilla’s advocacy resulted in small businesses, disabled veteran

businesses, disadvantaged businesses and microbusinesses receiving over $550 million in State
and federal contract and subcontracting opportunities.
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