Electronic contracts and electronic signatures are as legal and enforceable as traditional paper contracts signed in ink. Federal legislation enacted in 2000, known as the Electronic Signatures in Global and International Commerce act (ESGICA) made this possible.  This 2000 e-signature law made electronic contracts and signatures as legally valid as paper contracts, which was great news for those that conduct business online, particularly entities that provide financial, insurance, and household services to consumers. The law also benefits B2Bs (business-to-business websites) who need enforceable agreements for ordering supplies and services. For all of these entities, the law helps them conduct business entirely on the Internet. 

Exemptions that still require wet signatures include:
· Wills, codicils, and testamentary trusts.
· Documents relating to adoption, divorce, and other family law matters.
· Court orders, notices, and other court documents such as pleadings or motions.
· Notices of cancellation or termination of utility services.
· Notices of default, repossession, foreclosure, or eviction.
· Notices of cancellation or termination of health or life insurance benefits.
· Product recall notices affecting health or safety, and documents required by law to accompany the transportation of hazardous materials

[bookmark: _GoBack]This results in substantial savings, which can be passed on to taxpayer. Forty-seven states including California have adopted the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act (UETA), which establishes the legal validity of electronic signatures and contracts in a similar manner as the federal law.  In 1999 California enacted the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act which amended Civil Code 1633.1. - 1633.17.   It is important to point out that the federal government is much further along than the State of California regarding not requiring a wet signature.  Republican and Democratic administrations have supported the federal government’s move to go more green and paperless form of governing.  By 2019 the federal government expects all federal agencies will be paperless. For example the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) one of the most important federal agencies that deals with trillions of dollars in revenue along with direct contact with businesses and the public does not require a wet signature and has gone paperless.  The U.S. Army’s Virtual Contracting Enterprise has developed web-based contracting tools used by its employees and their customers in the performance of their daily duties acquiring supplies and services for the U.S. Army.  California as a global leader in green initiatives and during these tough fiscal times, must transform its arcane ways to develop polices to no longer require a wet signature on its contracts.     

