
 
 

 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER. D-86-90 
 

 WHEREAS, on October 17, 1989 a major earthquake occurred in Northern 
California, causing deaths, injuries, and widespread damage to transportation 
facilities and other structures; and 

 
WHEREAS, an independent Board of Inquiry was formed in November 1989 to 

investigate the reasons far the collapse of transportation structures and to 
recommend actions to reduce the danger of tragic structural failures in future 
earthquakes; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Inquiry found that there is a high probability that one 
or more major earthquakes will strike heavily populated areas in Northern and   
Southern California in the future; and 

 
WHEREAS, California's state of earthquake readiness needs improvement to 

better protect the public safety and our economy from potentially serious impacts 
of future earthquakes;  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I. GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor of the State of California by 
virtue of the power and authority vested in me by the Constitution and Statutes of 
the State of California, do hereby issue this Order, to become effective immedi- 
ately: 

 
1. It is the policy of the State of California that seismic safety shall be 

given priority consideration in the allocation of resources for 
transportation construction projects, and in the design and construction 
of all state structures, including transportation structures and public 
buildings. 

 
2. The Director of the Department of Transportation shall prepare a detailed 

action plan to ensure that all transportation structures maintained by 
the State are safe from collapse in the event of an earthquake and that 
vital transportation links are designed to maintain their function 
following an earthquake. The plan should include a priority listing of 
transportation structures which will be scheduled for seismic retrofit. 
The Director shall transmit this action plan to the Governor by August 
31, 1990. 

 
 3. The Director of the Department of Transportation shall establish a formal 
  process whereby the Department seeks and obtains the advice of external 
  experts in establishing seismic safety policies, standards, and technical 
  practices; and for seismic safety reviews of plans for construction or 
  retrofit of complex structures. The Director shall transmit a summary of 
  this process to the Governor by August 31, 1990. 
 
 4. The Director of the Department of Transportation shall assign a high 
  priority to development of a program of basic and problem-focused 
  research on earthquake engineering issues, to include comprehensive 
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Earthquake vulnerability evaluations of important transportation 
structures and a program for placing seismic activity monitoring 
instruments on transportation structures. The Director shall transmit a 
description of the research program to the Governor by August 31. 1990. 

 
 5. Local transportation agencies and districts are encouraged to review the 
  findings and recommendations of the Board of Inquiry on the 1989 Loma 
  Prieta Earthquake and to adopt policies, goals, and actions similar to 
  those proposed for Caltrans. 
 
 6. The Director of the Department of General Services shall prepare a 
  detailed action plan to ensure that all facilities maintained or operated 
  by the State are safe from significant failure in the event of an 
  earthquake and that important structures are designed to maintain their 
  function following an earthquake. The plan should include a priority 
  listing of facilities which will be scheduled for seismic retrofit. TheMM 
  plan shall further propose measures by which state agencies constructing
  new facilities or retrofitting existing facilities would: 
 
  a.  be governed by the provisions of a generally accepted  earthquake 
  resistant code for now construction; 
 
 b. secure structural safety review and approval from the Office of the 
  State Architect; 
    
 C. seek independent review of structural and engineering plans and 
  details for those projects which employ new or unique construction
  technologies; and 
 
 d. have independent inspections of construction to insure compliance 
  with plans and specifications. 
 
 The Director shall transmit the plan to the Governor by August 31, 1990. 
 

7. The Department of General Services shall, when negotiating leases of 
facilities for use by state employees or the public, consider the seismic 
condition of the facilities and shall initiate leases only for those 
facilities which demonstrate adequate seismic safety. 

 
8. The Seismic Safety Commission shall review state agencies’ actions in 

response to this executive order and the recommendations of the final 
report of the Board of Inquiry and provide a report to the Governor on 
the adequacy and status of actions taken by December 1, 1990. 

 
9. The University of California and the California State University shall 

give priority consideration to seismic safety in the allocation of 
resources available for construction projects. The University of 
California and the California State University shall prepare and transmit 
to the Governor by August 31, 1990 a description of their plans to 
increase seismic safety at facilities which they maintain or operate. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand 

and caused the Great Seal of the State of 
California to be affixed this 2nd day of 
June 1990. 

 
 
  Governor of California 
 
 ATTEST: 
  Secretary of State 


