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Government Code Section 14600 declares that a centralization of business management functions and services is 

necessary to take advantage of specialized techniques and skills, provide uniform management practices, and to 

insure a continuing high level of efficiency and economy.  

 

Government Code Section 14931 et. Seq. authorizes Department of General Services (DGS) to acquire, install, 

equip, maintain, and operate new or existing public safety communications systems and facilities for public safety 

agencies, and to make any system established available to all public agencies in the state on terms that may be 

agreed upon by the agency and the department. 

 

Government Code Sections 15252 through 15253 authorizes DGS to improve and coordinate the use of radio and 

other communications facilities owned and operated by the state, and to coordinate and cooperate with cities, 

counties, and other political subdivisions thereof, in order to eliminate duplications and interferences, to bring about 

economies which could not otherwise be obtained 

 

Government Code Section 15275 authorize DGS to: 

a. Provide adequate representation of local and state governmental bodies and agencies before the Federal 

Communications Commission in matters affecting the state and its cities, counties, and other public 

agencies regarding public safety communications issues. 

  

b. Provide, upon request, adequate advice to state and local agencies in the state concerning existing or 

proposed public safety communications facilities between any and all of the following:  cities, counties, 

other political subdivisions of the state, state departments, agencies, boards, and commissions, and 

departments, agencies, boards, and commissions of other states and federal agencies. 

 

c. Recommend to the appropriate state and local agencies rules, regulations, procedures, and methods of 

operation that it deems necessary to effectuate the most efficient and economical use of publicly owned and 

operated public safety communications facilities within this state. 

 

d. Provide, upon request, information and data concerning the public safety communications facilities which 

are owned and operated by public agencies in connection with official business of public safety services. 
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Government Code Section 15277 establishes a Policy and Planning responsibility within DGS whose duties shall 

include, but not be limited to, all of the following 

a) Assessing the overall long-range public safety communications needs and requirements of the state 

considering emergency operations, performance, cost, state-of-the-art technology, multiuser 

availability, security, reliability, and such other factors deemed to be important to state needs and 

requirements.     

b) Developing strategic and tactical policies and plans for public safety communications with 

consideration for the systems and requirements of the state and all public agencies in the state, and 

preparing an annual strategic communications plan that  

c) includes the feasibility of interfaces with federal and other state telecommunications networks and 

services. 

d) Recommending industry standards for public safety communications systems to assure multiuser 

availability and compatibility. 

e) Providing advice and assistance in the selection of communications equipment to ensure that the 

public safety communications needs of state agencies are met and that procurements are 

compatible throughout state agencies and are consistent with the state's strategic and tactical plans 

for public safety communications.     

f) Providing management oversight of statewide public safety communications systems 

developments. 

g) Providing for coordination of, and comment on, plans, policies, and operational requirements from 

departments that utilize public safety communications in support of their principal function, such 

as the Office of Emergency Services, National Guard, health and safety agencies, and others with 

primary public safety communications programs. 

h) Monitoring and participating on behalf of the state in the proceedings of federal and state 

regulatory agencies and in congressional and state legislative deliberations that have an impact on 

state government public safety communications activities.     

i) Developing plans regarding teleconferencing as an alternative to state travel during emergency 

situations. 
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