
 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ BIOGRAPHIES 
 
 
Thomas Sheehy—Commission Chair and Undersecretary of the State and Consumer 
Services Agency 
(Appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on January 4, 2010) 
 
Thomas L. Sheehy was appointed Undersecretary and designated Acting Secretary of the 
State and Consumer Services Agency by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.  Mr. Sheehy 
previously served at the California Department of Finance from 2006 to 2010 first as Chief 
Deputy Director for Policy where he sat on more than 40 boards, commissions, and 
authorities to advance the Schwarzenegger Administration’s policies. Then, from 2006 to 
2008, he served as the Deputy Director of Finance where he represented the 
Administration before the Legislature by testifying on over 900 bills and legislative 
measures.  Prior to that, he was the western Regional Vice President for TIAA-CREF state 
government affairs from 2004 to 2006 where he led the successful effort to improve 
teacher's retirement investment options in California.   
 
Mr. Sheehy served for 10 years in the California Legislature first as a Principal Consultant 
to the Assembly Appropriations and Budget Committees from 1995 to 1999, and then the 
Senate Republican Fiscal Office where he worked with Mike Genest from 1999 to 2003. In 
December of 2003 he was appointed by Senate Minority Leader, James L. Brulte to be his 
Legislative Policy Director where he served until Brulte’s departure from the Senate in 
November 2004. He was Chief of the Budget Development Branch at the Department of 
Transportation from 1993 to 1995 where he oversaw a $2 billion support budget and a $3 
billion capital outlay program. He started his career in public policy at the California 
Department of Finance where he served from 1989 to 1993 as a staff analyst. 
 
He received his Bachelor of Science degree in 1982 from the University of California at 
Davis with Honors, and his Master of Administration (MBA) in 1989 from the Graduate 
School of Management at U.C. Davis. 
 
 
 
ISAM HASENIN—Vice Chair of the commission and Local Building Official Member 
(Re-appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on January 2, 2008) 
 
Commissioner Hasenin, of San Francisco, is currently the Chief Operating Officer for the 
Bureau Veritas.  He has had over 20 years of experience in building code enforcement.   
 
In addition, Hasenin has been active in building code development and in building code 
education for over 15 years.  He taught numerous classes for several professional 
organizations.  He received the California Building Official’s (CALBO) Educator of the Year 
Award, is a past member and co-chair of CALBO’s Training Institute, and is a member of 
ICC’s Education Committee.  Hasenin authored the California Accessibility Interpretive 
Manual and other technical documents. 
 
Hasenin received a Master of Science in civil engineering from Pennsylvania State 
University.  He is also a California licensed civil engineer.   
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
STEVEN R. WINKEL—Architect Member 
(Re-appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on March 1, 2007) 
 
Commissioner Winkel, of Berkeley, is Vice Chair of the commission and has been a 
member since his appointment by Governor Davis in 2000.  He is an architect and project 
manager for Field Paoli Architects in San Francisco, a position he has held since 1998.  
 
Winkel has served as principal architect for Seaton Wilson Architects in Oakland and 
Hilliard Architects in San Francisco, as well as project manager for Michael Willis and 
Associates in San Francisco.  Winkel is a licensed architect, landscape architect, 
construction inspector, and civil engineer.  He is a member of the American Institute of 
Architects, the American Society of Civil Engineers, The International Conference of 
Building Officials, the National Fire Protection Association, and the California Historical 
Society.  He earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in environmental design from the University 
of California, Berkeley.  
 
JAMES W. BARTHMAN—Public Member 
(Re-appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on January 2, 2008) 
 
Commissioner Barthman, of Castro Valley, has been a member of the commission since his 
appointment by then-Governor Davis in January 2001.  He is a self-employed consultant to 
Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., a position he has held since 1997. 
 
He served as regional supervisor for Codes and Technical Services and senior staff 
engineer for Underwriters Laboratories, Inc.  Barthman served as a building official and 
chief electrical inspector for the City of Oakland. 
 
R. MICHAEL PARAVAGNA —Public Member/Disabled 
(Appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on May 22, 2008) 
 
Commissioner Paravagna, of Rocklin, was more recently appointed to the California 
Building Standards Commission.  He has served as the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) coordinator for the city of Sacramento since 2007. 
 
From 1993 to 2007, he served as chief of the disability access section for the Department of 
Rehabilitation (DOR).  From 1989 to 1993, Paravagna was an administrator for DOR in the 
vocational rehabilitation work activity program.  From 1985 to 1989, he was a supervising 
business enterprise consultant for DOR in the business enterprise program for the blind.  
Paravagna serves on the board of directors for the National Association of ADA 
Coordinators.  He is a former member of the California Round Table on Outdoor Recreation 
and Tourism, State Personnel Board Select Advisory Panel on Pride, Merit and Appeals, 
California State Historic Building Safety Board, Department of Social Services Mass Care 
Shelter Committee, and the Universal Access Workgroup. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
CRAIG DALEY—Licensed Contractor Member  
(Appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on May 22, 2008) 
 
Commissioner Daley, of San Jose, was also more recently appointed to the California 
Building Standards Commission.  Since 1999, he has served as president of Daley's 
Drywall & Taping Incorporated. 
 
Previously, Daley worked for Daley's Drywall & Taping as vice president from 1985 to 1998 
and taper superintendent from 1975 to 1985.  He is a member of the American Society for 
Testing and Materials, Association of the Wall and Ceiling Industry Board of Directors and a 
trustee for the Northern California Drywall Contractors Association.  Daley is also a trustee 
for the Carpenters Apprenticeship Training Trust and the Drywall Information Trust Fund.  
 
SUSAN DOWTY—Structural Engineer 
(Appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on March 9, 2006) 
 
Commissioner Dowty is currently a project manager for S.K. Ghosh Associates, Inc., a 
seismic and building code consulting firm.  Dowty previously served in a variety of positions 
for the International Conference of Building Officials from 1986 to 1999, concluding her 
tenure as a senior staff engineer.  She is a member of the Structural Engineers Association 
of California and the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute. 
 
CHRISTINA JAMISON—Local Fire Official Member 
(Appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on March 9, 2006) 
 
Commissioner Jamison is the Local Fire Official for the San Ramon Fire District, where she 
has served in a variety of capacities since 1995, including senior fire inspector, fire 
inspector, and fire specialist.  She previously served as a captain for the Orange County 
Marine Institute and Hornblower Dining Yachts.  Jamison is a member of the International 
Code Council, the National Fire Protection Association and the Southern California Fire 
Prevention Officers section of the California Fire Chiefs Association.  
 
STEPHEN JENSEN—Fire Protection Engineer Member 
(Re-appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on February 25, 2009) 
 
Commissioner Jensen, of Santa Rosa, is currently the Chief Building Official for the City of 
Napa.  As such, he is the administrator of a comprehensive building inspection program 
within the unincorporated areas of the County, and is the head of the Building and Safety 
Division within the Community Development Agency.  Prior to this, he served as the 
Director of the Building and Safety Department for Lake County, responsible for all 
permitting and inspections, code enforcement, and zoning enforcement.  He also acted as 
Lake County’s Chief Building Official and County Fire Chief.  Before his positions in Lake 
County government, Commissioner Jensen worked directly with various city and county 
building departments as a plans examiner for Design and Engineering Systems Inc., out of 
Fremont.  In addition, he owned and managed Jensen Construction Company, performing 
both commercial and residential construction projects.   



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
TONY HOFFMAN—Organized Labor Member   
(Appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on May 22, 2008) 
 
Commissioner Hoffman, of Pasadena, has served as secretary treasurer and field 
representative for the Southern California District Council of Laborers since 1988.  From 
1981 to 1987, he served as business manager and secretary treasurer for Laborers Local 
Union #1464. 
 
RICHARD SAWHILL III—Public Member 
(Re-appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger on February 25, 2009) 
 
Commissioner Sawhill, of Fontana, is currently Executive Vice President of the Air 
Conditioning, Refrigeration, and Mechanical Contractors Association of Southern California.  
In addition, Sawhill is a management Trustee on the Air Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Industry Joint Trust Funds, the Southern California Pipe Trades Trust Funds and the Inland 
Refrigeration Industry Trust Funds.  He serves on numerous industry committees. 
 
Previously, he served as Director of Human Resources and Labor Relations for the 
Hussmann Corporation.  Prior to that, Commissioner Sawhill was the Director of Labor 
Relations for Alpha Beta Company.   
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