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WRITTEN COMMENT DEADLINE: MAY 12, 2008

Date: May 5, 2008

From:Eugene Lozano, Jr.
Name (Print or type)

California Council of theBlind
Agency, jurisdiction, chapter, company, association, individual, etc.

4537 Sycamore Ave. Sacramento CA 95841
Street City State Zip

i'we [_] (do} [X] {(do not} agree with:

The Agency proposed modifications As Submitted on Section No. DSA ltem 13. Secticn 1104B.5 Dining,
banquet and bar facilities

and request that this section or reference provision be recommended:
[] Approved [] Disapproved [7] Held for Further Study [X] Approved as Amended

to the proposing state agency.

Suggested Revisions to the Text of the Regulations:

As currently written: "Open edges of raised or sunken areas shall be protected by a curb complying with
1133B.5.4.9 or by other means as required by this code"

Change to read: Open edges of raised or sunken areas shall be protected by a curb complying with
1133B.8.1 or by other means as required by this code

Reason: [The reason should be concise. If the request is for “Disapproval,” “Further Study,” or “Approve As
Amend”, identify at least one of the 9-point criteria (following) of Health and Safety Code §18930.]

Section 1133B.5.4.9 Hazards refers to a 2 inch curb that is used on ramps to prevent wheelchair wheels from
going off the edge. What is required on the edge of a raised or sunken area is a minimum 6 inch warning curb
which complies with Section 1133B.8.1 Warning curbs. A 2 inch curb is inadequate to give warning to a person
who is blind or visually impaired that they are appoaching the edge of a raised or sunken area. A 2 inch curb can
be easily misinterpreted as an uneven walking surface and will not discourage a person who is blind or visually
impaired from continuing to walk forward. A minimum 6 inch curb definitely discourages a person who is blind or
visually impaired from going forward and alerts them that they need to check the surface ahead for the potential
danger of a drop-off. This is why Section 1133B.8.1 was put into Title 24 to wam persons who are blind or
visually impaired of abrupt changes in level. The use of a 6 inch warning curb, 1133B.8.1, addresses the safety



needs of all persons with disabilities while the 2 inch curb, 1133B.5.4.9, only addresses the safety needs of
persons who use wheeled mobility devices. Therefore, change reference number Section 1133B.5.4.9 Hazards to
Section 1133B.8.1 Wamning curbs

Criteria 3, 4, and 5.

HEALTH & SAFETY CODE SECTION 18930

SECTION 18930. APPROVAL OR ADOPTION OF BUILDING STANDARDS; ANALYSIS AND CRITERIA; REVIEW

(a)

CONSIDERATIONS; FACTUAL DETERMINATIONS

Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved or adopied by, the
California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission to the commission, building stan-
dards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in Article 5 {(commancing with Section 11346) of
Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies
and submitted to the commission for approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or
state agency that proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the
approval thereof in terms of the following criteria:

(2)

(8
(9)

‘The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building standards.

The proposed building standard is within the parameters estabiished by enabling legislation and is not
expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency.

The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards.

The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in part.

The cost to the public is reascnable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building standards.
The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part.

The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been incorporated therein
as provided in this part, where appropriate.

{A) If anational specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the goals of
the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed building standard
when submitted to the commission.

(B) Ifthere is no national specification, published standard, or modei code that is relevant to the proposed
building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission and submit that
statement with the proposed building standard.

The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission.
The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety as determined by the State Fire Marshal, has
the written approval of the State Fire Marshal.



