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California Building Standards Commission, August 30, 2012
Attention: Jim McGowan, Executive Director
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, California 95833
Attention: Jim McGowan, Executive Director

RE: Comments on the changes to California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 24, Part 5 (Standards related to the Uniform
Plumbing Code (UPC)

Dear Mr. McGowan,

As the District Manager of a Mosquito and Vector Control District, I was pleased to learn of the proposed improvements to
the gray water and rainwater sections of the Uniform Plumbing Code. The Lake County Vector Control District supports the
proposed action amending building standards of the Department of Housing and Community Development regarding the
2013 California Plumbing Code, California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 5, which amends and adds the following
language to protect the public from mosquitoes, rodents, and other potential vectors of disease:

1602.9.2 Animals and Insects. Gray water tank openings shall be protected to prevent the entrance of insects,
birds, or rodents into the tank and piping systems. Screens installed on vent pipes, inlets, and overflow pipes shall
have an aperture of nat greater than 1/16 of an inch (1.6mm) and shall be close fitting.

1702.9.5.6(A) Animals and Insects. Rainwater tank openings shall be protected to prevent the entrance of insects,
birds, or rodents into the tank and piping systems. Screens installed on vent pipes, inlets, and overflow pipes shall
have an aperture of not greater than 1/16 of an inch (1.6mm) and shall be closefitting.

The District supports the Rainwater Capture Act and other efforts to promote water conservation, especially reusing water
that otherwise would be lost. However, without the amendments listed above, thousands of potential mosquito-breeding
sites could be installed statewide. Small sources of standing water in backyards are already one of the most difficult and
labor-intensive mosquito sources to find, and they are especially frustrating because most backyard sources can be
eliminated through simple, inexpensive, and pesticide free methods like the installation of screens to prevent mosquitoes
from reaching stored water.

One unscreened rainwater or gray water capture device can produce thousands of mosquitoes each day. The primary
vector of West Nile virus develops in manmade containers like rain barrels and water tanks. If these devices were installed
without the screens listed above, they would create a significant public health nuisance and contribute directly to the need
for increased pesticide applications to control the mosquitoes produced in these unscreened containers.

The proposed changes will prevent mosquitoes and other insects from accessing these water sources, and will protect the
health of all Californians as well as reduce the need for pesticide applications.

Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes

Sincerely,
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District Manager and Research Director
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