
Dear Mr. McGowan: 
We wish to provide our comments and support in regards to the NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

ACTION TO BUILDING STANDARDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT REGARDING THE 2013 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE CALIFORNIA CODE 

OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 5 outlining changes and amendments that include this 
language to protect the public from mosquitoes, rodents and other potential vectors of disease: 
  
Gray-water- 
1602.9.2 Animals and Insects. Gray water tank openings shall be protected to 
prevent the entrance of insects, birds, or rodents into the tank and piping 
systems. Screens installed on vent pipes, inlets, and overflow pipes shall have 
an aperture of not greater than 1/16 of an inch (1.6mm) and shall be close fitting. 
Rainwater- 
1702.9.5.6(A) Animals and Insects. Rainwater tank openings shall be protected 
to prevent the entrance of insects, birds, or rodents into the tank and piping 
systems. Screens installed on vent pipes, inlets, and overflow pipes shall have 
an aperture of not greater than 1/16 of an inch (1.6mm) and shall be close fitting. 
The unintended consequences of bills such as AB 1750, the Rainwater Capture Act, and other well‐
meaning local government actions to promote installation of rainwater capture devices and to store and 
re‐use gray water could result in the creation of thousands of sites for mosquito breeding habitat. The 
proper screening and maintenance of these devices will prevent mosquito breeding and reduce the risk of 
West Nile virus and mosquito‐borne encephalitis and malaria. Without the above language we stand the 
risk of creating third‐world health and sanitation conditions. Already, many stormwater devices that have 
been installed that are intended to capture, hold and percolate contaminated street runoff require 
continuous treatment for mosquitoes. Rainwater and gray water capture devices could result in thousand 
more such mosquito factories hiding in private yards. 
  
Thank you for your consideration and this opportunity to comment. 
  
  
Paul Binding, Manager 
Santa Cruz County Mosquito and Vector Control 
(831)454-2590 
http://www.agdept.com/mvc.html 
 


