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Structural Engineers Association of California, Existing Buildings Committee

Agency, jurisdiction, chapter, company, association, individual, etc.

1400 K Sireet, Ste. 212 Sacramento CA 95814

Street City State Zip

We do not agree with;
[X] The Agency proposed modifications As Submitted on Section No. __ A106.2
and request that this section or reference provision be recommended:

[ ] Approved [ ] Disapproved [ ] Heldfor Further Study |[X] Approved as Amended

Suggested Revisions to the Text of the Regulations:
BSC has proposed to include a copy of UBS Standard 21-4 info Appendix Chapter A1 of the California Existing
Buildings Code. Instead, the section making reference to this obsolete standard should be amended as follows:

A106.2 Existing Materials.

A106.2 Existing Materials. Existing materials used as part of the required vertical load-carrying or
lateral force-resisting system shall be in sound condition, or shall be repaired or removed and replaced
with new materials. All other unreinforced masonry materials shall comply with the following
requirements:

1. The lay-up of the masonry units shall comply with Section A106.3.2, and the quality of bond

between the units has been verified o the satisfaction of the building official;

2. Concrate Masonry units are verified to be load-bearing units complying with UBGC-Standard
244 ASTM C90 or such other standard as is acceptable to the building official; and

3. The compressive strength of plain concrete walls shall be determined based on cores
taken from each class of concrete wall. The location and number of tests shall be the
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same as those prescribed for tensile-gplitting strength tests in Section A106.3.3.3 and
A106.3.3.4, or in Section A108.1.

The use of materials not specified herein or in Section A108.1 shall be based on substantiating research
data or engineering judgment, with the approval of the building official.

Reason: [The reason should be concise if the request is for “Disapproval,” "Further Study,” or “"Approve As
Amend” and identify at least one of the 9-point criteria (following) of Health and Safety Code §18930.]

UBC Standard 21-4 overlaps with ASTM C90 (conflicts with Health and Safety Code
§18930(a)(1)). Reference to UBC Standard 21-4 should be replaced with a reference to the
more recently adopted and readily available published ASTM standard. ASTM C90 provides
the data needed by a user of Chapter A1 for determination of net mortared area of hollow
concrete block (cross-webs were never mortared), and the thickness of face shells of nhominal
widths. It is therefore recommended that ASTM C90 replace UBC Standard 21-4 as a
reference. ASTM C90 is already referenced in the California Building Code.
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HEALTH & SAFETY CODE SECTION 18930

SECTION 18930. APPROVAL OR ADOPTION OF BUILDING STANDARDS; ANALYSIS AND CRITERIA; REVIEW
CONSIDERATIONS; FACTUAL DETERMINATIONS

{a)  Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved or adopted by, the
California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Priorto submission to the commission, building stan-
dards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of
Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. Building standards adopted by staie agencies
and submitted to the commission for approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or
state agency that proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the
approval thereof in terms of the following criteria:

1 The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building standards.

{2 The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legistation and is not
expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency.

{3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards,

{4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in part.

{8) The costto the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building standards.

{6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part.

(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and modet codes have been incorporated therein
as provided in this part, where appropriate.

(A} ifanational specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the goals of
the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed building
standard when submitted to the commission.

(B} {fthere is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the proposed
building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission and submit
that statement with the proposed building standard.

{8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission.
{9} The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety as determined by the State Fire Marshat,
has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal.
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