
Public Comment Form- 2nd 45 Day:  8/31-10/23/2012 
  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA Office Use Item No. ____________________ 
STATE AND CONSUMER SERVICES AGENCY 
CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION 
2525 NATOMAS PARK DR., SUITE 130 
SACRAMENTO, CA  95833  
(916) 263-0916 Phone 
(916) 263-0959 Fax 
Email:  cbsc@dgs.ca.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 PARTICIPATION COMMENTS FOR THE NOTICE DATED AUGUST 31, 2012 

Written comments are to be sent to the above address. 
  

WRITTEN COMMENT DEADLINE: OCTOBER 23, 2012 
          
 
 

Date:  October 11, 2012  
 
 
From: 

M. R. Karim                                     
              Name (Print or type)                                            (Signature) 
 

Supervisor, Structural Support Unit, Office of Statewide Health Planning & Development (OSHPD) -- 
 Agency, jurisdiction, chapter, company, association, individual, etc. 
 
 400 R. St. # 200,                    Sacramento,               CA                          95811   

Street    City                 State           Zip 
 
 
 
I/We do not agree with: 
 

[  X  ] The Agency proposed modifications As Submitted on Section No. 3418A, CBC 2013, OSHPD 03/12  
 
 
and request that this section or reference provision be recommended: 
 

[    ]  Approved     [    ]  Disapproved     [    ]  Held for Further Study     [  X  ]  Approved as Amended 
 
 
 
Suggested Revisions to the Text of the Regulations: 
 
  
The CBC 2013 Section 3418A: Proposed revision is attached. 
 
 
Reason:  [The reason should be concise if the request is for “Disapproval,” “Further Study,” or “Approve As 
Amend” and identify at least one of the 9-point criteria (following) of Health and Safety Code §18930.]   
 
 
Health and Safety Code §18930 Item # a.6 requires that the proposed building standard is not 
unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
 
Proposed revision to the CBC 2013 Section 3418A clarify the intent of the section originally 
proposed by OSHPD.  
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 HEALTH & SAFETY CODE SECTION 18930 
 
SECTION 18930. APPROVAL OR ADOPTION OF BUILDING STANDARDS; ANALYSIS AND CRITERIA; REVIEW 

CONSIDERATIONS; FACTUAL DETERMINATIONS 
 

(a) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved or adopted by, 
the California Building Standards Commission prior to codification.  Prior to submission to the commission, 
building standards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in Article 5 (commencing with 
Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.  Building standards 
adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for approval shall be accompanied by an analysis 
written by the adopting agency or state agency that proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfac-
tion of the commission, justify the approval thereof in terms of the following criteria: 
(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building standards. 
(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is not 

expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. 
(4) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in part. 
(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building standards. 
(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been incorporated 

therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. 
(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the 

goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed 
building standard when submitted to the commission. 

       (B) If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the 
proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission 
and submit that statement with the proposed building standard. 

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission. 
(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety as determined by the State Fire Marshal, 

has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
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THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE 

 CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 2 
 

CHAPTER 34 
EXISTING STRUCTURES 

 
SECTION 3418A 

REMOVAL OF HOSPITAL BUILDINGS FROM GENERAL ACUTE CARE SERVICES 
 
3418A.1 General. The requirements of this section shall apply when general acute care services are completely 
removed from SPC hospital bBuildings or when hospital bBuildings are removed from OSHPD jurisdiction. All 
buildings that remain under the OSHPD jurisdiction, after one or more SPC hospital bBuildings are removed, shall 
satisfy the requirements of the California Building Standards Code. Approval of construction documents and a 
building permit are required for removal of SPC hospital bBuildings from general acute care services or removal of 
buildings from OSHPD jurisdiction. 
 
3418A.2 Definitions. The following words and terms are applicable to this section only: 
 
BUILDING. The area included within surrounding exterior walls or any combination of exterior walls and fire walls (as 
described in Sections 202 and 706) exclusive of vent shafts and courts.  Areas of the building not provided with 
surrounding walls shall be included in the building area if such areas are included within the horizontal projection of 
the roof or floor above. A building may consist of one or more adjacent SPC Buildings. 
 
GENERAL ACUTE CARE SERVICE.  Means basic and supplemental services, as defined in Section 1224.3, 
provided in a general acute care hospital building, as defined in Section 1224.3 and the California Administrative 
Code, Chapter 6, Section 1.2. 
 
SPC BUILDING. Means a structure with an independent vertical and lateral force resisting system (LFRS) and a 
distinct building structural performance category assigned by OSHPD.  
 
SPC SEISMIC SEPARATION. Means a building separation in accordance with the California Administrative Code, 
Chapter 6 Section 3.4. 
 
Structural Separation. Means a building separation in accordance with this code. 
 
3418A.3  3418A.2  Establishing eligibility for removal from general acute care hospital service.  In order to 
establish that one or more SPC b Buildings are eligible for removal from general acute care hospital service, the 
hospital owner shall submit construction documents showing that after the SPC b Buildings are removed from general 
acute care hospital service: 

a 1. All acute basic acute care services or supplemental services on the hospital’s license are provided in 
SPC b Buildings satisfying the requirements for SPC-2, SPC-3, SPC-4, or SPC-5. 

 
Exception: If the hospital includes SPC-1 Buildings that are not being removed from general acute 
care service, and these SPC-1 Buildings have an approved extension to the SPC-2 deadline, basic 
acute care services or supplemental services on the hospital’s license are permitted to remain in 
these SPC Buildings for the duration of their extension or until these SPC-1 Buildings are removed 
from general acute care service, whichever comes first. 

 
b 2. All acute basic acute care services or supplemental services on the hospital’s license are provided in 

SPC bBuildings satisfying the requirements for NPC-3, NPC-4, or NPC-5. 
 

Exception: Services shall be permitted to be located in SPC b Buildings satisfying the 
requirements of NPC-2 if the SPC b Buildings has approved extension to NPC-3 deadline.  
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c 3. The hospital complies with all egress requirements, including occupant load, number of required exits 
and travel distance to exits, and provides evidence that no egress from any acute care hospital building 
passes through the SPC b Buildings removed from general acute care service, SPC-1 bBuildings, or 
through buildings not under OSHPD jurisdiction. 

 
Exception: If the SPC bBuilding has an approved extension to the SPC-2 deadline, existing egress 
through the SPC-1 b Building shall be permitted for the duration of the extension or until the SPC-1 
Building is removed from general acute care service, whichever comes first.. 

  
d 4. No SPC b Building removed from general acute care hospital service is used as a smoke compartment 

for any acute care hospital building.  Buildings not under OSHPD jurisdiction shall not be used as a 
smoke compartment for any acute care hospital building. 

e 5. Building Structural separation, fire barriers and fire walls shall satisfy the requirements of the California 
Building Standards Code. 

 
Exception: Building separation A SPC Seismic Separation in accordance with the California 
Administrative Code Chapter 6 Section 3.4 shall be deemed to satisfy the building 
structural/seismic separation requirement in this section for SPC Buildings that will remain under 
OSHPD jurisdiction. 

 
f 6. If the SPC b Building removed from general acute care hospital service shares a common fire alarm 

system with the acute care hospital, the main fire alarm control panel shall be located in an acute care 
hospital building.  The SPC bBuilding removed from general acute care hospital service shall be in a 
separate zone monitored by the main fire alarm control panel. Flexible connections shall be provided for 
conduits/conductors crossing structural or SPC seismic separation joints. If the intent is to place the SPC 
Building under local jurisdiction, the building shall satisfy Section 3418A.5.1 

 g 7.  If the SPC bBuilding removed from general acute care service shares the fire sprinkler system with the 
acute care hospital, an isolation valve with a tamper switch shall be provided to isolate the portion of the 
system serving the hospital SPC bBuilding removed from acute care service. Flexible connections shall 
be provided in pipe crossing piping that crosses structural or SPC seismic separation joints.  The fire 
sprinkler system shall not originate in the SPC bBuilding removed from general acute care service. If the 
intent is to place the Building under local jurisdiction, the building shall satisfy Section 3418A.5.1.  

h 8. Patient access as required by Section 1224.4.7.5 does not pass through a SPC bBuilding removed from 
general acute care hospital service or through buildings that are not under the jurisdiction of OSHPD. 

i 9. The primary accessible entrance to the hospital is not through a SPC bBuilding removed from general 
acute care hospital service or through buildings that are not under the jurisdiction of OSHPD. 

j 10. No utilities servicing acute care hospital buildings originate in or pass through, over, or under, a SPC 
bBuilding removed from general acute care hospital service or a building not under OSHPD jurisdiction.  

k 11. If utilities originating in an acute care hospital building feed a SPC bBuilding removed from general acute 
care hospital service, fail safe shut-off valves and/or disconnects shall be provided that permit isolation of 
the SPC bBuilding removed from general acute care hospital service from the hospital utilities. Flexible 
connections shall be provided for all utilities crossing structural or SPC seismic separation joints. 

 
3418A.4 3418A.3 Buildings intended to remain under OSHPD jurisdiction. 

3418A.4.1 Qualifying non-acute care services.  In order for a Building to remain under OSHPD jurisdiction that 
is removed from general acute care service, it shall contain one or more qualifying services. Qualifying services 
include: 

a. Services considered “Outpatient Clinical Services” as defined in H&S § 129730 (a) 

i. Administrative space 
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ii. Central sterile supply 

iii. Storage 

iv. Morgue and autopsy facilities 

v. Employee dressing rooms and lockers 

vi. Janitorial and housekeeping facilities 

vii. Laundry 

b. Outpatient portions of the following services (with no more than 25% in-patient use), including but not limited 
to: 

i. Surgical 

ii. Chronic dialysis 

iii. Psychiatry 

iv. Rehabilitation, Occupational Therapy, or Physical Therapy 

v. Maternity 

vi. Dentistry 

vii. Chemical dependency 

c. Services that duplicate Basic Services, as defined in H&S §1250, or services that are provided as part of a 
Basic Service, but are not required for facility licensure (with no more than 25% in-patient use). 

All hospital support services listed in Section 3418A.4.1 Item a that are located in a SPC Building at the time 
general acute care services are removed may remain, provided the California Department of Public Health 
certifies to the Office that it has received and approved a plan that demonstrates how the health facility will 
continue to provide all basic services in the event of any emergency when the SPC Building may no longer 
remain functional.  This certification shall be submitted by hospital to the Office prior to approval of the 
application to remove the SPC Building from general acute care service.     

3418A.4.2 3418A.3.1 Maintaining existing non-acute care services under existing license.  Existing 
approved non-acute care occupancies, or services, existing in the SPC bBuilding at the time it is removed from 
general acute care hospital service shall be permitted to remain, and removal of the SPC bBuilding from general 
acute care hospital service is not considered a change in occupancy.  The enforcement agency shall be 
permitted to require evidence that the existing occupancies and services were in compliance at the time they 
were located in the SPC bBuilding.  Any hospital support services located in the building removed from general 
acute care hospital service, including administrative services, central sterile supply, storage, morgue and 
autopsy, employee dressing rooms and lockers, janitorial and housekeeping service, and laundry, shall be in 
excess of the minimum requirements for licensure and operation. Prior approval by the California Department of 
Public Health shall be obtained by hospital to maintain these services in the SPC Building removed from acute 
care service. 

3418A.4.3 3418A.3.2 Change of licensed services under existing license.  A change of service or function 
for all, or a portion, of the SPC b Building removed from general acute care hospital service requires compliance 
with the current requirements for that service, including accessibility requirements in accordance with Chapter 
11B. 

3418A.4.3.1 3418A.3.2.1 Skilled nursing or acute psychiatric services.  When general acute care 
services are removed from a SPC bBuilding which is intended to be used for skilled nursing or acute 
psychiatric services, and the new services will be licensed under the existing license of the general acute 
care hospital these new services shall comply with Section 3416A.1.1.1.5 for a non-conforming hospital 
building. 

3418A.4.3.2  3418A.3.2.2  Outpatient clinical services.  When general acute care services are removed 
from a SPC bBuilding which is intended to be used for outpatient clinical services under the existing acute 
care hospital license, the building is required to comply with the current OSHPD 3 code requirements for the 
new service. 
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3418A.4.4 3418A.3.3 SPC Buildings removed from general acute care hospital service with new license.  
When general acute care services are removed from a SPC bBuilding, and the new services provided in the SPC 
bBuilding are issued an initial license, as determined by the California Department of Public Health, as a skilled 
nursing facility or acute psychiatric hospital, the SPC bBuilding shall comply with the new building code requirements 
or equivalent provisions of the California Building Standards code at the time of application. 

3418A.4.5 3418A.3.4 Change of building occupancy or division.  When a SPC bBuilding is removed from general 
acute care hospital service with or without change of license, the new occupancy group and division of the building, 
and/or new service or function, shall be established.  A new certificate of occupancy shall be required for the building 
removed from general acute care hospital service. 

3418A.5 3418A.4 Change in jurisdiction for bBuildings removed from general acute care hospital service.  
Except as provided by Section 3418A.5.3, at the hospital’s discretion, a bBuilding removed from general acute care 
hospital service shall be permitted to be placed under the jurisdiction of the local enforcement agency.  To be eligible 
for a change in jurisdiction, the bBuilding removed from general acute care hospital service shall satisfy meet the 
requirements of Section 3418A.5. 1. 3418A.4.1. 

3418A.5.1 3418A.4.1 Eligibility for change in jurisdiction.  For a bBuilding removed from general acute care 
hospital service to be eligible for a change in jurisdiction to the local enforcing agency, all the following criteria 
shall be satisfied: met. 

a. The bBuilding removed from general acute care hospital service shall be freestanding, as defined in the 
California Administrative Code, Section 7-111.   

b. Any hospital support services located in the bBuilding removed from general acute care hospital 
service, including administrative services, central sterile supply, storage, morgue and autopsy, 
employee dressing rooms and lockers, janitorial and housekeeping service, and laundry, shall be in 
excess of the minimum requirements for licensure and operation. Prior approval by the California 
Department of Public Health shall be obtained by hospital to locate these services in the Building 
removed from general acute care service. 

c. Services/systems and utilities (e.g. power, emergency power, communication/data/nurse-call systems, 
space-heating systems, fire alarm system, fire-sprinkler system, medical gas & plumbing systems) shall 
be separate and independent from those serving any Buildings under OSHPD jurisdiction. 

d. If the Building being transferred to the jurisdiction of the local enforcing agency is adjacent to a Building 
under OSHPD jurisdiction and fire resistive construction separations are required, they shall be located 
in the Building under OSHPD jurisdiction. 

 
3418A.5.2 3418A.4.2 Modification of bBuildings removed from OSHPD jurisdiction acute care hospital 
service.  The owner of the bBuilding shall be responsible for bringing the building into compliance with all 
requirements of the new authority having jurisdiction.  If a bBuilding requires modification to become eligible for 
removal from OSHPD jurisdiction, the construction project shall be closed with compliance by OSHPD prior to 
the change in jurisdiction. All occupancy separation, set-back, and allowable area requirements shall be 
enforced. Fire alarm and fire sprinkler systems for the building to be removed from OSHPD jurisdiction shall be 
completely independent of the systems in the acute care hospital, or any other building under OSHPD 
jurisdiction.   

3418A.5.3 3418A.4.3 Buildings not eligible for change in jurisdiction.  The following freestanding bBuildings 
shall remain under OSHPD jurisdiction: 

a. Any bBuilding in which basic and/or supplementary services are provided for a general acute care 
hospital, acute psychiatric hospital, and general acute care hospital providing only acute medical 
rehabilitation center services.  
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b. Any bBuilding which provides required patient access, egress, or smoke compartment for a bBuilding 
under OSHPD’s jurisdiction. 

c. Any bBuilding in which services under OSHPD jurisdiction are provided, including skilled nursing 
services, intermediate care services, acute psychiatric services, and distinct part skilled nursing or 
intermediate care services. 

d. Any bBuilding providing central plant or utility services to a bBuilding under OSHPD jurisdiction. 
e. Any bBuilding through which utilities pass through, over or under, to serve a bBuilding under OSHPD 

jurisdiction. 
 

3418A.6 3418A.5 Vacant space. With the removal of general acute care services, the vacated space must be re-
classified with an intended occupancy as required under Section 302.  If the hospital determines that the bBuilding or 
space in the SPC bBuilding removed from general acute care hospital service will be vacant, the hospital shall 
demonstrate that unsafe conditions as described in Section 116.1 are not created.   

3418A.7 3418A.6 Demolition: Demolition of hospital SPC bBuildings to be removed from general acute care 
services shall be permitted when buildings remaining under OSHPD’s jurisdiction, after demolition, satisfy the 
requirements of the California Building Standards Code and demolition activity does not impair the operation and/or 
safety of any buildings that remain under the OSHPD’s jurisdiction.  

 
Initial Statement of Reason (ISOR):  
 
Sections 3418A – This section codifies the OSHPD Code Application Notice (CAN) 2-3406A for removal 
of acute care services buildings from OSHPD jurisdiction.  The section has been revised to incorporate 
the latest provisions of the CAN. 
 


