
 
 

FIRE EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATION   Executive Director: THOMAS ASSOCIATES, INC. 

September 18, 2012 
 
Chief Tonya Hoover 
California State Fire Marshal 
OSFM Headquarters  
1131 S Street  
Sacramento, CA 95811 
 
SUBJECT: Adoption of the 2012 IFC in California 
 
Dear Chief Hoover: 
 
On behalf of the Fire Equipment Manufacturers’ Association (FEMA) and its members, I am writing to you 
regarding California’s movement to adopt the 2012 version of the International Fire Code (IFC) as the basis 
for the statewide fire code. As you begin this process, we wanted to make you aware of a significant change 
made by the ICC to the 2012 IFC in Section 906.1.  
 
As part of the 2012 IFC code development process, the ICC voted to accept a proposal submitted by the 
National Association of State Fire Marshals (NASFM) to delete the Line 1 Exception in Section 906.1 of 
the IFC. California was one of the first states to delete the Line 1 Exception when adopting previous 
versions of the IFC. Your role as a leader in increasing fire safety by requiring portable fire extinguishers in 
A, B, and E occupancies even if they contain quick-response sprinklers helped the ICC make the decision 
to permanently delete the Exception from Section 906.1 in the 2012 IFC.  
 
When you adopt the 2012 IFC as the statewide fire code, we would respectfully request that you make no 
changes to Section 906.1 of the new model code, which is now in alignment with the current code in 
California.  
 
FEMA is an international group of leading fire protection manufacturers working together to educate the 
public about fire prevention to save lives and reduce property damage. Member companies include Amerex 
Corporation, American Pacific Corporation (Halotron Division), Brooks Equipment Co., Inc., Buckeye Fire 
Equipment Co., BullEx, Inc., Dixon Powhatan, Elkhart Brass Manufacturing Co., Inc., Getz 
Manufacturing, Larsen’s Manufacturing Company, Luxfer Gas Cylinders, Mercedes Textiles Limited, 
Potter Roemer Fire Pro, Wilson and Cousins. Member companies manufacture top quality fire protection 
products such as portable fire extinguishers, fire hose systems, fire suppression systems, and interior 
equipment – all necessary components of a complete and balanced fire protection plan. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and attention to this letter.  If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Craig Voelkert, CFPS, CFEI 
Amerex 
Chair, FEMA Government Relations Committee 
(205) 655-3271 

1300 Sumner Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44115‐2851 • Telephone: 216‐241‐7333 • Fax: 216‐241‐0105 
E‐Mail: fema@femalifesafety.org • www.femalifesafety.org • www.rackhosetraining.com • 

www.firesystemstraining.org 
 
 


