STATE OF CALIFORNIA Office Use Item No.
STATE AND CONSUMER SERVICES AGENCY

CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION

2525 NATOMAS PARK DR., SUITE 130

SACRAMENTO, CA 95833

(916) 263-0916 Phone

(916) 263-0959 Fax

Email: cbsc@dgs.ca.gov

PARTICIPATION COMMENTS FOR THE NOTICE DATED AUGUST 31, 2012
Written comments are to be sent to the above address.

WRITTEN COMMENT DEADLINE: OCTOBER 15, 2012

Date: 10/15/2012
From: Joseph H. Cain, P.E. N. Caie
Name (Print or type) (Signature)

_ SolarCity Corporation, representing self
Agency, jurisdiction, chapter, company, association, individual, etc.

3055 Clearview Way San Mateo CA 94402
Street City State Zip

1/We (do)(do not) agree with:

[ do not ] The Agency proposed modifications As Submitted on Section No. __3111

and request that this section or reference provision be recommended:

[ ] Approved [ X ] Disapproved [ ] Held for Further Study [ ] Approved as Amended

Suggested Revisions to the Text of the Regulations:

IEC-605-141-reproduced-here-
3111.1-Selar photovoltaic power-systemsSolar-photeveltaic-power-systems-shall-be-installed-in-accordance-with-Seetions

Exeeption:Detached-—nonhabitable-Group-U-structures-including—but-notlimited-to-parking-shade-structures—carmportsselar

31112 Marking-Markingis-required-eninteriorand-exteriordirect-curren uit-enclosu ble-assemblies;
- ot : nort » .

3111.2.1-Materials—The-materals usedformarking-shall-be-reflective-weatherresistantand-suitable-forthe-environment-Marking

as-required-in-Seetions-3141-2-2 through-3111.2.4 shall-have-alHetters-capitalized-with-a-minimum-height of 3/8-inch-(9-6-mm)
white-on-red-background-

3111-2.2 Markin ntent-—The-markin |-eontain-the-words WARNING -PHOTOVOLTAIC POWER SOURCE"
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3111.2.4 Loeation-of-marking—Marking-shall-be-placed-on-interior-and-exteriorDC-conduit—raceways_enclosuros-and-cable

assemblies-every—10-feet-{3048-mm)—within—1-foet{305-mm)-of tums-or-bends-and-within-1-fool {305-mm)-abeve-and-below
penetrations-ofroof/fceiling-assemblies—walls or-barriers:

34-14—3—!:993&9;1&9#99@0&1duﬁem—@endw#w;nn%ew_agﬂghetemﬂammmha#—bmeafedasslese—as

mammmm;fatfe_iemn4mmmmmmwmmmnmm;mmﬁemmmemm
minimizes-the-tofal-amount-of-conduit-on-the—roof-by-taking-the-shertest-path-from-the-array-to-the-DC-combiner-box-—The-DG
Nmﬁwﬂmm
in-metallic-conduit-erraceways-wh he-boltom-ofload

&ggtaemﬁaaﬁsﬁwsdub&&haﬁi&%:ﬂa&le%&l@%le&u@%h&meﬁnd_gewhemnﬂtemawewntfrafmmmg&v_
by-thefire-chief-has-been-provided-or where-thefire-chief-has-determined-vertical-ventilation-techniques-will-not-be-employed:

mwmmmmmmmmm@mwm

s%MWWMMWMM@MMﬁ&M@ on eagh-roef
|-be-located-at-a-structurally-strong-location-on-the-building

Exception:Thisrequirement-shall-not-apply-to-roofs with-slopes-of-tweo-units verticalin 12 units-horizontal {2:12) orless:

Mﬂeddmtiawuddmgs-mth-mo#h_@_s;anm!kvs—%nmmedutmtalledmms;dea#aﬁbuddfne&wm_s_ﬂmm
valleys-shall-be-located-no-closer-than-18-inches{457 mm)-to-a-hip-or-a valley where-panels/medules-are-te-be-placed-en-beth

WWWWaWWWWMﬁM!M%MH

3111.4.3 Otherthanresidential- buildings-Accessto-systemsforescupancies-otherthan-one-and-twe-family-dwellings shaltbe

Exception:Where-itis-determined-by-the-firo-code-of; cial-that-the-roo ation-is-similar-to-that-of-a-ene—or-two-famil
WMMWMGWMWFW%WMGMM
woeds

3111.4.3.1-Access—There-shall-be-a-minimum-6—foot-wide {1829-mm)-clear perimeteraround-the-edges of the-roof:

Exception: Where-either-axis-of the-building-is-250-feet (76-200-mm)-or-lessthere-shall-be-a-minimum-4-foot-wide-{1290-mim)
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clearperimeteraround-the-edges-of-the-roek

3111.4.3.2 Pathways—The-solar-installation-shall-be-designed-to-provide-designated-pathways. The-pathways shall-meet the
following-requirerments:
1_The-pathway-shall-be-over-areas-capable-of supperting the-live-load-of fire-fighters-accessing-the-rook

2 The-centerine-axis-pathways-shall-be-p rovided-in-both-axes-of-the—roof—Centerline-axis-pathways-shall-run-where-the-roef
yelure-is-capable-of-suppodring-the-liveload-e o-fighters-accessing-the-rook

ﬁha&gm%ﬁ&g@ fo WW@%&M&#@#WRMHMMQQMMWMMM
clearpathway-to-parapeterroof-edge:

3111.4.3.3 Smoke-ventilation.The-solarinstallation-shall-be-designed-to-meet-the-following-requirements:

_ Arravs-challbe-no-greaterthan-150-feet{45-720-mm)-by-150-feet {46-720-mm)-in-distance-in-either-axis-in-order-to-ereate

Msmmmynt&ghm:aiﬁrmr@mnd-meunjgﬂheme#w all-comply-with-Sections-3111-1-through

3111.3-and-this-sestion—Setback requirements-shall-not-apply-to-ground-mounted—free-standing-photovoltaic-arrays—/-clear:
brush-free-area-of 10-feet {3048-mm)-shall-be-required-for-ground-mounted-photoveltaic-arrays:

Reason: [The reason should be concise if the request is for “Disapproval,” “Further Study,” or “Approve As
Amend” and identify at least one of the 9-point criteria (following) of Health and Safety Code §18930.]

The proposed amendments duplicate the provisions of the 2012 International Fire Code and 2013 California Fire
Code, in conflict with Item 1 of §18930 (below). We are concerned that should this language be updated in future
versions of this code, identical code changes for IFC, IBC, and IRC would be required. As these future proposals
might be heard by different committees, it would be difficult to maintain consistency in future codes.

(1)  The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building standards.
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HEALTH & SAFETY CODE SECTION 18930

SECTION 18930. APPROVAL OR ADOPTION OF BUILDING STANDARDS; ANALYSIS AND CRITERIA; REVIEW
CONSIDERATIONS; FACTUAL DETERMINATIONS

(@) Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved or adopted by, the
California Building Standards Commission prior to codification. Prior to submission to the commission, building stan-
dards shall be adopted in compliance with the procedures specified in Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of
Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. Building standards adopted by state agencies
and submitted to the commission for approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or
state agency that proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the
approval thereof in terms of the following criteria:

(2) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building standards.

(3) The proposed building standard is within the parameters established by enabling legislation and is not
expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency.

(4)  The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards.

(6) The proposed building standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in part.

(6) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building standards.

(7)  The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part.

(8) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been incorporated therein
as provided in this part, where appropriate.

(A) Ifa national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the goals of
the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed building
standard when submitted to the commission.

(B) Ifthere is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the proposed
building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission and submit
that statement with the proposed building standard.

(9) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission.
(10) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety as determined by the State Fire Marshal,
has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal.
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