
RE: PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS OF THE DIVISION OF THE STATE ARCHITECT (DSA-AC) REGARDING THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 2

Dear Mr. McGowan,

We are writing to provide feedback to issues of note to Plumbing Manufacturers International regarding the 45 day Express Terms for California Building Code Title 24, Part 2. 

Plumbing Manufacturers International (PMI) is the international trade association representing the majority of plumbing products sold in this industry. PMI promotes the efficient use of water while maintaining public health and safety. We represent 32 allied and plumbing manufacturers, including well-known companies such as American Standard, Delta Faucet, Kohler, Moen, Symmons, and Toto.  Our collective group of manufacturers is responsible for 90% of all the products sold in the United States and advocate for public health and safety and product performance as well as harmonization of code requirements. 

Suggested Revisions to the Text of the Regulations:

11B/604.6 Flush Controls. Flush controls shall be hand operated or automatic. Hand operated flush controls shall comply with 11B/309 except they shall be located 44 inches (1118 mm) maximum above the floor. Hand operated flush controls shall be located on the open side of the water closet or center mounted on the water closet or wall behind it as long as its location complies with one or more of the reach ranges specified in section 11B/308 except in ambulatory accessible compartments complying with 11B/604.8.2.
Our reason for this change is to provide language that clarifies the acceptability of flush controls mounted on the center of toilet tanks that meet reach ranges specified in the California accessibility code.
Thank you for your consideration as all stakeholders work to harmonize the California accessibility requirements with those used throughout the United States. We understand that the 2010 Americans with Disabilities Act guideline is the current legal requirement in California and will have exceptions proposed by the Department of State Architects based on the hearings held this summer. PMI looks forward to working with the California Department of the State Architect to complete the integration of the ADAAG requirements into the California State Building Code.

Sincerely, 


Len Swatkowski

Technical Director

Plumbing Manufacturers International

Office 847-481-5500 x105

lswatkowski@pmihome.org 

PMI MEMBERS INCLUDE:

American Standard Brands, Inc.  *   Amerikam, Inc.  *   Bradley Corporation *   BrassCraft Mfg. Co.  *   Chase Brass & Copper Company *   CSA International *   Delta Faucet Company *   Dornbracht Americas *   Duravit USA *   Elkay Manufacturing Company  *   Fisher Manufacturing Company  *   Fluidmaster, Inc.  * Gerber/Danze Plumbing Fixtures LLC *   Hansgrohe, Inc.  *   International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials *   InSinkErator *   Kohler Company *   KWC America, Inc.  *   Lavelle Industries *   LSP Products *   Moen Incorporated *   Mueller Brass Company *   NEOPERL, Inc.  *   Pfister *   Sloan Valve Company *   Speakman Company *   Symmons Industries Inc.  *   T & S Brass and Bronze Works, Inc.  * TOTO USA *  VitrA USA *  Water Pik * WCM Industries, Inc.
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PARTICIPATION COMMENTS FOR THE NOTICE DATED OCTOBER 26, 2012
Written comments are to be sent to the above address.
WRITTEN COMMENT DEADLINE: DECEMBER 10, 2012
Date:

10 December 2012

From:
    

Len Swatkowski                          [image: image1.jpg]





            Name (Print or type) 
                                   



   (Signature)


Plumbing Manufacturers International (PMI)

--


Agency, jurisdiction, chapter, company, association, individual, etc.


1921 Rohlwing Rd
Rolling Meadows

IL


60008


Street



City

               State

        
Zip

I/We (do)(do not) agree with:

[X ]
The Agency proposed modifications As Submitted on Section No. 11B-604.6
and request that this section or reference provision be recommended:

[    ]  Approved     [    ]  Disapproved     [    ]  Held for Further Study     [ X ]  Approved as Amended

Suggested Revisions to the Text of the Regulations:

11B_604.6 Flush Controls. Flush controls shall be hand operated or automatic. Hand operated flush

controls shall comply with 11B/309 except they shall be located 44 inches (1118 mm) maximum above the

floor. Hand operated flush controls shall be located on the open side of the water closet or center mounted on the water closet or wall behind it as long as its location complies with one or more of the reach ranges specified in section 11B/308 except in ambulatory accessible compartments complying with 11B/604.8.2.
Reason:  [The reason should be concise if the request is for “Disapproval,” “Further Study,” or “Approve As Amend” and identify at least one of the 9-point criteria (following) of Health and Safety Code §18930.]  

Provide language that clarifies the acceptability of flush controls mounted on the center of toilet tanks that meet reach ranges specified in the California accessibility code.


HEALTH & SAFETY CODE SECTION 18930

SECTION 18930.
APPROVAL OR ADOPTION OF BUILDING STANDARDS; ANALYSIS AND CRITERIA; REVIEW CONSIDERATIONS; FACTUAL DETERMINA​TIONS

(a)
Any building standard adopted or proposed by state agencies shall be submitted to, and approved or adopted by, the California Building Stan​dards Commission prior to codification.  Prior to submis​sion to the commission, building stan​dards shall be adopted in com​pli​ance with the proce​dures specified in Article 5 (com​mencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Govern​ment Code.  Building standards adopted by state agencies and submitted to the commission for approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopting agency or state agency that proposes the building standards which shall, to the satisfac​tion of the commission, justify the approval thereof in terms of the following criteria:

(1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other build​ing stan​dards.

(2) The proposed building standard is within the parameters estab​lished by enabling legislation and is not expressly within the exclusive juris​diction of another agency.

(3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards.

(4) The proposed building standard is not un​reasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious, in whole or in part.

(5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building standards.

(6) The proposed building standard is not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part.

(7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been incorporated therein as provided in this part, where appropri​ate.

(A) If a national specification, published standard, or model code does not adequately address the goals of the state agency, a statement defining the inadequacy shall accompany the proposed building standard when submitted to the commission.

       (B)
If there is no national specification, published standard, or model code that is relevant to the proposed building standard, the state agency shall prepare a statement informing the commission and submit that statement with the proposed building standard.

(8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the commission.

(9) The proposed building standard, if it promotes fire and panic safety as determined by the State Fire Marshal, has the written approval of the State Fire Marshal.

Public Comment Form- 3rd 45 Day:  10/26-12/10/2012

