From: DRTAIA@aol.com [mailto:DRTAIA@aol.com] 
Sent: Friday, December 28, 2012 11:27 AM
To: CBSC@DGS
Subject: Merging Federal and State Accessibility Standards

Greetings
 

I am writing in support of the proposed code alignment dealing with the ADA Civil Rights Act and the California Building Code.   As an Architect, having a sole source of accessibility standards will greatly help to ensure correct accessibility implementation and will benefit all - from the designers to the end users. This code alignment will help to reduce misinterpretations/conflicts of the current code sources and more readily create an accessible (and compliant) built environment.
 

I look forward to a sole source for accessibility standards that will ease the burden of cross checking multiple codes in order to ensure that these accessibility standards are met.  Currently I regularly refer to three different sources when designing for accessibility:
 

    -    the Federal governments Americans with Disabilities Act, 
    -    the State governments Chapter 11 (A, B, and C) of the California Building Code,
    -    third party interpretive books trying to combine the two above,
 

A common goal for those involved in the building process is an end product that is readily accessible to all.  Having a single source of regulations regarding accessibility will be a major step in that direction here in California.
 

Sincerely,
 

 

Duane R. Thomson AIA, Architect
Woodland, CA
 

 

