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April 8, 2013

Jim McGowan, Executive Director
California Building Standards Commission
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, CA 95833

RE: California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2, Chapter 12
Hospitals — Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory

Dear Mr. McGowan:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on regulations proposed by the Office of Statewide
Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) to implement AB 491 (Ma, Chapter 772, Statutes of
2012). The California Nurses Association (CNA), representing 86,000 registered nurses (RN)
throughout the state supports the current proposed regulations.

Patients needing inpatient cardiac catheterization are more acutely ill and require stricter
evaluation and intervention. Due to their higher condition acuity, and potential for additional
complications, the need for immediate access to a surgery suite or other more intensive
services is greater. As such, CNA opposed AB 491 out of concerns over the legislation’s
significant and potentially negative impact on patients in need of inpatient cardiac
catheterization services by allowing certain hospitals to shift them to “expanded” cardiac
catheterization laboratory (cath lab) space outside of the hospital, thereby distancing them
from the appropriate levels of emergent care they may need.

Out of our concern over AB 491, we have been monitoring the regulatory process for its
implementation by both OSHPD and the California Department of Public Health. We support
OSHPD’s building standard proposal, because it places the building standards for a freestanding
non-hospital under the OSHPD 1 standards for general acute care hospitals. Under AB 491, up
to 25 percent of the hospital’s inpatient cath lab patients may receive cath lab services in the
expanded cath lab setting. Given the acuity of this patient population, we believe that the
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extended cath lab settings should adhere to hospital building standards, and that inpatients in
the extended setting should benefit from the same building standards and protections as those
inpatients seen inside the hospital. Additionally, the imposition of OSHPD 1 standards is
consistent with AB 491 which provides that:

“The [extended cath lab] service complies with the same policies and procedures
approved by hospital medical staff for cardiac catheterization laboratories that are
located within the general acute care hospital, and the same standards and regulations
prescribed by the department for cardiac catheterization laboratories located inside
general acute care hospitals, including, but not limited to, appropriate nurse-to-patient
ratios under Section 1276.4, and with all standards and regulations prescribed by the
Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development.” (emphasis added)

For these reasons, we support OSHPD's proposed building standards for extended cath labs as
established by AB 491. Thank you for your consideration of our position, and please feel free to

contact us if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Kelly Green
Regulatory Policy Specialist

cc: Robert David, Director, Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development



