MAY-12-2843

CiarmaN
Rexry L. Nownwore
sderd il Ineomparned

Vigk CHAftman
TERW. Love, MLD.
NGVELLY

o Davin W B
ehngaon

Hans Bmnop

Fhencr izattht cine Ficnes cute iy
JOnN AL COTLRGHAM
Jvatragen

MICHARL V. DRARE, M.D,
LA drome

JOun M, Duan

Hiogon Iy

FETER O FARRELL. P11LD.
Feedekedd

Davin D, Previeng

(e

BOUTY GARKETY

Betkpan £ opster

LAWRERCE P. (2 N{LEN
It Keisgronoe

RaODERT R Hang,

Abstasts Digabietixe ¢ gy

WYaIT R MU DUDLS, P,
{3vernitV of € il

PETER BanroN Hury

¢ ovinest & Burto

STEMEN €L JUELSGAARD
Lomtech

LIS Gl Lange, MLIL, LD,
U} Mherapendis

1ty T LFFYERONY

Prge evcteedioneat g
ALFXIS V. Lukiang
Mubage

CAHIERING J. MACKEY, PR,
f‘fn’.iw'

JORNC, AlanTin, PILYL

{ fufbred Neriigey

DA €3, M EAD Ji

Rl Perkng Ctafhotd & fivers
Perea €, Mk, M,D,
AREY Pengzarties

MICHARL A, MUs<aLLEY
Ll Lefesengicre

Cat, K. NauCrun, rin,
L ifarsiin Sie {vora
CHISTIAN W, NOLET

hitig % Vigog

CHRRLOPHER J, (' COnaFLL
Merdivmie  Yeitten

RICVARD B PATHYLAK
Merck & gy

e e AL Pz, WD,
Steinferd s,

v B oy

ellloryn

Wira1an B, Rucpey

A1) Bz e

Cnen A, Reavgos, LY,
1 vl

TiMkaias 5, Wenr

LiteSapi = Johwsen (s
e
PRUSIDFNT At L10)

DAvin L, GOLLANER, Pitly.

= e s I s

WWW.CHL.ORG
HeanauarTers 1020 Prospect Strece. Suite 310« La Jolla, CA 92037 - 858.551.6677 ~ Fax 858.55! 6628

15:49

CA HERLTHCARE INST. 858 551 o688 P.u2

8

CALIFORNIA MEALTHCARE
INSTITUTE

May 12, 2008

Ms. Rosario Marin

Chair

California Building Standards Commission
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, CA 95833

Re!  Express Terms for Proposed Building Standards of the Office of the State Fire
Marshall (SFM) Regarding the 2007 California Fire Code, California Code of
Regulations Title 24, Part 9

Dear Chair Marin:

On behalf of the California Healtheare Institute (CHI), whose more than 250 members
include our state’s premier life sciences companies and academic research institutions, |
am writing in support of the Express Terms proposed by the SFM for inclusion in
Section 443 of the 2007 California Building Code. In this section of the Code, the L-
Occupancy provides important controls and safety provisions for research and
development laboratories containing larger quantities of hazardous materials in the state
of California. The L-Occupancy is critical to the ongoing growth and development of
the biotechnology industry in California.

The biotechnology industry is a dynamic, growirg industry that requires a broad range
of biological and chemical work in laboratories. Although these terms have caused the
most alarm in the Bay Area due to the maturity of that life science cluster, this issue is
sure to affect additional areas of the state including San Diego and Orange County as
companies continue to develop and move into manufacturing. History has shown that
these facilities are best located in proximity of major academic and research institutions,
where researchers are also performing similar types of experimental activities,
Clarifying and codifying the L-Occupancy in the 2007 California Building Code for use
by any such research and development laboratory will ensure that all such facilities are
developed with the same controls and safety provisions.

We believe that the SFM has the authority to propose these code amendments as
described in the California Health and Safety Code Section 18949.2(b), The state is
well served by the work that the SFM has done in ensuring that all laboratory facilities
that use larger quantities of hazardous materials throughout California are built to the
same safe standards. Laboratories that do not use larger quantities of hazardous
materials, such as basic microbiology and tissue culture labs, should still have the option
to be designed under the new B-occupancy, as they only use very limited quantities of
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hazardous materials. We request that it be clarified in the record that the L-Occupancy is not a
mandate for all laboratories but an eption for use when larger quantities of hazardous material are
used.

The L-Occupancy was developed through an extensive and inclusive process developed and managed
by the SFM’s Office. This has been a very positive, constructive process that has addressed all the
issues and included representatives of industry and regulatory organizations from across the state.
SFM Kate Dargan, Chief Tonya Hoover, and their staff deserve thanks for their leadership in this
important endeavor,

We strongly endorse these Express Terms because they clarify the requirements for research and
development laboratories and enhance safety measures and controls that will ensure safer operations.
Please adopt the Express Terms as submitted, :

Sincerely
( David Gollaher
! President and CEQ




