
From: Townsend, Theresa
Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2009 3:41 PM 
To: Taylor, Jane 
Subject: FW: Question about DSA Green Building Express Terms 
  
Hi Jane,  
These items are in the CBSC code, too.  Can you help me with these questions? 
 Thanks,  
~Theresa  
  
  
  
  
Theresa Townsend, AIA 
Supervising Architect, LEED AP 
Division of the State Architect 
Department of General Services 
1102 Q Street, Suite 5100 
Sacramento, CA 95811 
(916) 445-1304 (Tel.) 
(916) 445-3521 (Fax) 
  
Theresa.Townsend@dgs.ca.gov 

 
BUILDING GREEN  •  BUYING GREEN  •  WORKING GREEN 
   
From: Larry Rohlfes [mailto:larryrohlfes@clca.org]  
Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2009 3:04 PM 
To: Townsend, Theresa 
Subject: Question about DSA Green Building Express Terms 
  
Theresa, 
 
I have two questions about the Express Terms of Proposed Building Standards of the 
Division of State Architect. 
 
Question #1: 
 
On page 50, A5.304.3 requires water efficient landscape irrigation design that 
reduces the use of potable water beyond the initial requirements for plant 
installation and establishment in accordance with Section A5.304.3.1 or A5.304.3.2.
 
I found A5.304.3.1 on that same page. Where is A5.304.3.2? 
 
Question #2: 
 
On page 50, A5.304.3 also says that calculations for the reduction shall be based 
on the water budget developed pursuant to section A5.304.1. The latter section, on 
the same page, says that a water budget shall be developed for landscape irrigation 
use that conforms to the local water efficient landscape ordinance or to the 
California Department of Water Resources Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 
where no local ordinance is applicable. 
What does this mean? Is it saying that the budget would be 50% of the budget in the 
Model Ordinance? If so, the result would be a landscape that had nothing but low-
water use plants--unless recycled water or graywater were used. A landscape 
designed and constructed to meet such a budget would be very extreme, and that is 
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why I'm wondering if I understand this section correctly! Unless these facilities 
used and had access to nonpotable water, their landscapes would have nothing but 
low-water-use plants! Š Perhaps you really mean 50% of reference 
evapotranspiration? That would result in a landscape that would be significantly 
more water efficient than a landscape governed by the new Model Ordinance Update, 
but it would at least have a shot at public acceptance. 
 
LARRY 
  
--  
_________________________ 
LARRY ROHLFES, CAE 
Assistant Executive Director 
California Landscape Contractors Association 
1491 River Park Drive, #100 
Sacramento, CA 95815-4501 
  
(916) 830-2780 
Voice Mail #15 
FAX (916) 830-2788 
  
mailto:larryrohlfes@clca.org 
Visit our information-packed Web site at http://www.clca.org 

Page 2 of 2Question about DSA Green Building Express Terms

11/18/2009file://S:\ANNUAL CYCLE\2009 Cycle\3-45-day Activities\Public Comments\2nd 45-da...


