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Building standards submitted to the California Building Standards Commission for approval are required by Health 
and Safety Code Section 18930(a) to be accompanied by an analysis which will, to the satisfaction of the 
Commission, justify their approval.  The approval of these proposed building standards is justified as follows: 
 
 
1) The proposed building standards do not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other building standards. 
 
The Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) has determined that the proposed changes to 
the 2007 and 2010 California Existing Building Code (CEBC), California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 10, do 
not conflict with, overlap or duplicate other building standards. 
 
 
2) The proposed building standards are within the parameters established by enabling legislation, and are 
not expressly within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
 
The proposed changes to the 2007 and 2010 California Existing Building Code (CEBC), California Code of 
Regulations, Title 24, Part 10, are necessary to comply with Health and Safety Code Sections 17040, 17921, 
17922 and 19990.  The purpose of these building standards is to implement, interpret and make specific the 
provisions of Health and Safety Code Sections 17922.12 and 18941.7. 
 
The proposed building standards are not within the exclusive jurisdiction of another agency. 
 
 
3) The public interest requires the adoption of the building standards. 
 
Health and Safety Code Section 17921 directs the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) to 
propose the adoption, amendment, or repeal of building standards into Title 24 of the California Code of 
Regulations for the protection of public health, safety, and general welfare of the occupant and the public. 
 
In response to recent devastating earthquakes, HCD proposes to establish prescriptive state-wide building 
standards through the adoption of IEBC Appendix Chapter A3 with amendments into the CEBC, which enhance 
public safety and welfare by reducing the risk of earthquake-induced damage to existing wood-frame residential 
buildings and thereby reducing the risk of death or injury. 
 
 
4) The proposed building standards are not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capricious; in whole or in 
part. 
 
HCD has determined that the proposed building standards are not unreasonable, arbitrary, or capricious; in whole 
or in part. 
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5) The cost to the public is reasonable, based on the overall benefit to be derived from the building 
standards. 
 
HCD finds that the changes to the 2007 and 2010 California Existing Building Code (CEBC), California Code of 
Regulations, Title 24, Part 10, Appendix Chapter A3, result in reasonable costs or costs savings to the public 
because it updates health and safety standards, provides the most recent methods, and offers alternatives.  Health 
and Safety Code Section 17950 mandates that the application of published building standards be applied on a 
statewide basis which assists in uniformity and cost affordability. 
 
Additionally, some of the positive cost/benefits include: 
 

 Repair or reconstruction costs far exceed the cost of prevention (retrofit); 
 Retrofit homes can qualify for lower insurance premiums or extra insurance benefits; 
 Set prescriptive standards for strengthening that may be approved by the building official without requiring 

plans or calculations prepared by an architect or engineer; 
 No cost to develop local standards; 
 Consistent state-wide building standards; 
 Creation of jobs. 

 
 
6) The proposed building standards are not unnecessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole or in part. 
 
HCD has determined that the changes to the 2007 and 2010 California Existing Building Code (CEBC), California 
Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 10, Appendix Chapter A3, are neither ambiguous nor vague, either in whole or 
in part.  The language of the California amendments has been reviewed and edited to avoid ambiguity or 
vagueness.  
 
 
7) The applicable national specifications, published standards, and model codes have been incorporated 
therein as provided in this part, where appropriate. (Health and Safety Code Section 18938 requires a statement of 
inadequacy of a national specification, published standard, or model code if it does not adequately address the goals of the state 
agency, OR a statement informing the Commission that no national specification, published standard, or model code that is 
relevant to the proposed building standards exists.) 
 
HCD is required to review the CEBC and, if appropriate, to include California amendments, which are necessary 
modifications to the model code language to incorporate state and federal law provisions.  HCD has included 
amendments to the 2007 and 2010 California Existing Building Code, which ensure that the model code 
adequately addresses the goals and specific needs of the State of California.  
 
 
8) The format of the proposed building standards is consistent with that adopted by the Commission. 
 
HCD has consulted with, and is using formats obtained from, the California Building Standards Commission.  
 
 
9) The proposed building standards, if they promote fire and panic safety as determined by the State Fire 
Marshal, have the written approval of the State Fire Marshal. 
 
The proposed changes to the 2007 and 2010 California Existing Building Code (CEBC), California Code of 
Regulations, Title 24, Part 10, Appendix Chapter A3, do not promote fire and panic safety as determined by the 
State Fire Marshal (SFM).  


