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FINAL EXPRESS TERMS 
FOR 

PROPOSED BUILDING STANDARDS 
OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
REGARDING THE 2013 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE  

CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 2 
 

(HCD 02/13) 
 

 

 
The Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) proposes to make necessary changes to the  
2013 California Building Code as presented on the following pages.  
 
 
LEGEND FOR EXPRESS TERMS: 
 
1. Existing California amendments or code language being modified: All such language shown in italics Arial 9 

point; modified language is underlined or shown in strikeout. 
 

2. Repealed text: All such language shown in strikeout. 
 

3. Amended, adopted or repealed language after public hearing:  All such language shown in double underline 
or double-strikeout. 

 
4. Notation: Authority and Reference citations are provided at the end of each section.  
 
 
1. HCD proposes to editorially correct Section 1.8.2.1.2 “Housing accessibility” 

in Chapter 1, as follows: 
 

SECTION 1.8.2 
AUTHORITY AND ABBREVIATIONS 

 
1.8.2.1.2 Housing accessibility. 
 
1.8.2.1.2 Housing accessibility. 
 
Application—“COVERED MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS” as defined in Chapter 11A 2 including, but not limited to, 
lodging houses, dormitories, timeshares, condominiums, shelters for homeless persons, congregate residences, 
apartment houses, dwellings, employee housing, factory-built housing and other types of dwellings containing 
sleeping accommodations with or without common toilet or cooking facilities. 
 
Sections of this code identified by the abbreviation “HCD 1-AC” require specific accommodations for “PERSONS 
WITH DISABILITIES” as defined in Chapter 11A 2. The application of such provisions shall be in conjunction with 
other requirements of this code and apply only to newly constructed “COVERED MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS” as 
defined in Chapter 11A 2 of the California Building Code. “HCD 1-AC” applications include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 
1. All newly constructed “COVERED MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS” as defined in Chapter 11A 2. 
2. New “COMMON USE AREAS” as defined in Chapter 11A 2 serving existing covered multifamily dwellings. 
3. Additions to existing buildings, where the addition alone meets the definition of “COVERED MULTIFAMILY 
DWELLINGS” as defined in Chapter 11A 2. 
4. New Ccommon use areas serving new covered multifamily dwellings. 
5. Where any portion of a building’s exterior is preserved, but the interior of the building is removed, including all 
structural portions of floors and ceilings, the building is considered a new building for determining the application of 
Chapter 11A. 
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“HCD 1-AC” building standards generally do not apply to public use areas or public accommodations such as hotels 
and motels, and public housing. Public use areas, public accommodations and public housing as defined in Chapter 2 
of this code are subject to the Division of the State Architect (DSA-AC) in Chapter 11B, and are referenced in  
Section 1.9.1. 
 
Newly constructed covered multifamily dwellings, which can also be defined as public housing, shall be subject to the 
requirements of Chapter 11A and Chapter 11B.  
 
Enforcing agency—Local building department or the Department of Housing and Community Development. 
 
Authority cited—Health and Safety Code Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6, 17921.10, 
17922, 17922.6, 17922.12, 17927, 17928, 17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18690, 
18691, 18865, 18871.3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3, 18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 
19990; and Government Code Section 12955.1. 
 
Reference—Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 
18700, 18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
 
NOTE: 
Authority Cited:  Health and Safety Code Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6, 17921.10, 
17922, 17922.6, 17922.12, 17927, 17928, 17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18690, 
18691, 18865, 18871.3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3, 18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 
19990; and Government Code Section 12955.1. 
 
Reference:  Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 
18700, 18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
 

 
2. HCD proposes to editorially correct Section 420.6.1.6 “Visible alarms” in 

Chapter 4, as follows: 
 

420.6.1.6 Visible alarms. In buildings containing covered multifamily dwellings as defined in Chapter 11A 2, with 
fuel-burning appliances and/or attached garages as described in Section 420.6.1, all required carbon monoxide 
alarms shall be equipped with the capability to support visible alarm notification in accordance with NFPA 720. 
 
NOTE: Authority cited:  Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6, 17921.10, 17922, 17922.6, 
17922.12, 17927, 17928, 17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18690, 18691, 18865, 
18871.3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3, 18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 19990; and 
Government Code Section 12955.1.  
 
Reference:  Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 
18700, 18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
 

 
3. HCD proposes to amend Section 420.6.2.3.2 “Carbon monoxide alarms on or 

after January 1, 2013” in Chapter 4, as follows: 
 
420.6.2.3.2 Carbon monoxide alarms on or after January 1, 2013. Carbon monoxide alarms shall be installed in 
accordance with Section 420.6.2 in all other existing dwelling units intended for human occupancy as defined in 
Health and Safety Code Section 13262(b) that have a fossil fuel-burning heater or appliance, fireplace or an attached 
garage. Carbon monoxide alarms in existing buildings are permitted to be solely battery operated or plug-in type with 
battery back-up in areas where no construction is taking place. 
 
Note: See Section 420.6.2.3.3, which extends the required carbon monoxide alarms installation date for existing 
hotel and motel dwelling units intended for human occupancy.   
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NOTE: Authority cited:  Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6, 17921.10, 17922, 17922.6, 
17922.12, 17927, 17928, 17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18690, 18691, 18865, 
18871.3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3, 18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 19990; and 
Government Code Section 12955.1.  
 
Reference:  Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 
18700, 18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
 

 
4. HCD proposes to adopt Section 420.6.2.3.3 “Carbon monoxide alarms on or 

after January 1, 2016” in Chapter 4, as follows: 
 

420.6.2.3.3 Carbon monoxide alarms on or after January 1, 2016. Carbon monoxide alarms shall be installed in 
accordance with Section 420.6.2 in existing hotel and motel dwelling units intended for human occupancy as defined 
in Health and Safety Code Section 13262(b) that have a fossil fuel-burning heater or appliance, fireplace or an 
attached garage. Carbon monoxide alarms in existing buildings are permitted to be solely battery operated or plug-in 
type with battery back-up in areas where no construction is taking place. 
 
NOTE: Authority cited:  Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6, 17921.10, 17922, 17922.6, 
17922.12, 17927, 17928, 17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18690, 18691, 18865, 
18871.3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3, 18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 19990; and 
Government Code Section 12955.1.  
 
Reference:  Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 
18700, 18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
 
 
5. HCD proposes to amend Section 1207.1 “Scope” in Chapter 12, as follows: 

 
SECTION 1207 

SOUND TRANSMISSION 
 
1207.1 Scope. This section shall apply to common interior walls, partitions and floor/ceiling assemblies between 
adjacent dwelling units and sleeping units or between dwelling units and sleeping units and adjacent public areas 
such as halls, corridors, stairs or service areas. 
 
NOTE: Authority cited:  Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6, 17921.10, 17922, 17922.6, 
17922.12, 17927, 17928, 17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18690, 18691, 18865, 
18871.3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3, 18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 19990; and 
Government Code Section 12955.1.  
 
Reference:  Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 
18700, 18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
 
 
6. HCD proposes to amend Section 1207.2 “Air-borne sound” in Chapter 12, as 

follows: 
 

1207.2 Air-borne sound. Walls, partitions and floor/ceiling assemblies separating dwelling units and sleeping units 
from each other or from public or service areas shall have a sound transmission class (STC) of not less than 50 (45 if 
field tested) for air-borne noise when tested in accordance with ASTM E 90. Penetrations or openings in construction 
assemblies for piping; electrical devices; recessed cabinets; bathtubs; soffits; or heating, ventilating or exhaust ducts 
shall be sealed, lined, insulated or otherwise treated to maintain the required ratings. This requirement shall not apply 
to dwelling unit entrance doors; however, such doors shall be tight fitting to the frame and sill. 
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1207.2.1 Masonry. The sound transmission class of concrete masonry and clay masonry assemblies shall be 
calculated in accordance with TMS 0302 or determined through testing in accordance with ASTM E 90.  
(No change to text.) 
 
NOTE: Authority cited:  Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6, 17921.10, 17922, 17922.6, 
17922.12, 17927, 17928, 17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18690, 18691, 18865, 
18871.3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3, 18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 19990; and 
Government Code Section 12955.1.  
 
Reference:  Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 
18700, 18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
 
 
7. HCD proposes to amend Section 1207.3 “Structure-borne sound” in      

Chapter 12, as follows: 
 

1207.3 Structure-borne sound. Floor/ceiling assemblies between dwelling units and sleeping units or between a 
dwelling unit or sleeping unit and a public or service area within the structure shall have an impact insulation class 
(IIC) rating of not less than 50 (45 if field tested) when tested in accordance with ASTM E 492. 
 
Exception: Impact sound insulation is not required for floor-ceiling assemblies over nonhabitable rooms or spaces 
not designed to be occupied, such as garages, mechanical rooms or storage areas. 
 
NOTE: Authority cited:  Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6, 17921.10, 17922, 17922.6, 
17922.12, 17927, 17928, 17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18690, 18691, 18865, 
18871.3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3, 18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 19990; and 
Government Code Section 12955.1.  
 
Reference:  Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 
18700, 18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
 
 
8. HCD proposes to adopt Section 1207.4  “Allowable interior noise levels” in 

Chapter 12, as follows: 
 
1207.4 Allowable interior noise levels. Interior noise levels attributable to exterior sources shall not exceed 45 dB 
in any habitable room. The noise metric shall be either the day-night average sound level (Ldn) or the community 
noise equivalent level (CNEL), consistent with the noise element of the local general plan. 
 
NOTE: Authority cited:  Sections 17040, 17050, 17920.9, 17921, 17921.3, 17921.6, 17921.10, 17922, 17922.6, 
17922.12, 17927, 17928, 17959.6, 18300, 18552, 18554, 18620, 18630, 18640, 18670, 18690, 18691, 18865, 
18871.3, 18871.4, 18873, 18873.1, 18873.2, 18873.3, 18873.4, 18873.5, 18938.3, 18944.11 and 19990; and 
Government Code Section 12955.1.  
 
Reference:  Health and Safety Code Sections 17000 through 17062.5, 17910 through 17995.5, 18200 through 
18700, 18860 through 18874, and 19960 through 19997; and Government Code Sections 12955.1 and 12955.1.1. 
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