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A CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS THE CAPITOL
The holiday season kicked in high gear with cutting of the State’s official Christmas tree from its home in Camino, Calif. on a sunny November morning. A majestic, 55-foot white fir donated by the U.S. Forest Service Institute of Genetics was selected to adorn the west lawn of the Capitol. 

Just before the sound of the chainsaw would signal the 26-year Christmas tradition, a pool between DGS and Cal FIRE was going on about how much the tree weighed. This year a newbie by the name of Kirk Malan was bestowed the honor of cutting the tree. 

A group of camera-ready employees gathered anxiously around the woody perennial as it hung suspended from a giant crane. A number of guesses on an average of 4,200 pounds were made, but in all the festive fir carried a whopping 5,800 pounds of girth in its branches by the time is was delivered to the Capitol the next day. 

“This is the heaviest tree I’ve seen since I’ve been here,” said Capitol Grounds Manager William ‘Les’ Strike. “It didn’t look like it in the ground but it’s got to be holding all that weight in its trunk.”

Throughout its first couple of weeks at the Capitol the tree was trimmed and bedecked with 1,500 hand-crafted ornaments donated by children and adults with developmental disabilities. Another 7,400 ultra-low-wattage, light-emitting diode bulbs were carefully placed to illuminate its branches in anticipation of the grand Tree Lighting Ceremony. 

Hosted by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and first lady Maria Shriver, the 78th annual tradition took take place during an intimate, in-door ceremony on a frosty December evening. That night a flurry of activities and holiday cheer filled the Capitol Rotunda. Skateboarding sensation Tony Hawk was the master of ceremonies with musical performances by Thelma Huston and Brian McKnight. 

The tree will remain poised and fully illuminated until January 11, 2009.
Watch the DGS Youtube Video
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