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By Donny Phonea

When employees arrive at work each
day in District 11, some may only see the
surface beauty of the lush and serene
environment that surrounds the 12-acre
office complex. Looking at the backdrop
of trees, bushes and flowering plants,
many of us may not realize the amount of
hard work and attention to detail involved
in maintaining the landscape. But behind
the nicely-trimmed trees and weed-free
surfaces is a team of professionals who
maintain the tranquil beauty.

Having worked for the Department
of General Services (DGS) for more than
30 years, Mike Schroeder starts his day
at 5:30 in the morning while many of us
are still asleep, “We try to get the loud
work, like leaf blowing, done in the early
morning before people get to work so
the noise levels don't dlsturb the folks
inside," he said.

Pedro Aguilar, a 20-year landscape
veteran, is key member of the team.
Along with other landscape duties, he is
tasked with equipment repair and tool
maintenance such as sharpening the
blades of the tools used to trim trees and
shrubs. “I get a lot of enjoyment out of

~ doing what | do,” he said. If he's not on his .

knees sifting through dirt, you can find
him up in the trees pruning branches and
leaves.’

Another member of the DGS landscape
team is Carol Martin. She has worked in
landscape for 13 years. Carol’s work has
included habitat restoration for Torrey
Pines State Nature Reserve, Cabrillo
National Monument, and Los Pefasquitos
Lagoon. Her teammates consider her to
have vast knowledge and expertise in
native coastal plants.

"There are more than 35 native coastal
plant species here at the facility and some
of the plants are identified by name on
stone plaques next to them,” Carol said,
pointing to the plants. There are also
110 native sycamore trees at the District
Office.

Walking through the myriad of
brightly colored shrubs and vegetation,
Carol talked about the delicate balance
between survival and death of non-
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native exotic plants. “People forget San
Diego is a desert, tempered from being
close to the ocean. So exotic plants need
way more water to survive,’ she said.
According to Carol, the transition from
exotic plants to native plants is vital for
the year-round survival of plant species
at the District Office. Native plants are
accustomed to the region’s soil conditions
and climate as well as drought tolerant
duringthedryseason. Native plants thrive
on naturally occurring rainfall and are less
susceptible to disease. To name a few, the

- native plants include the California Poppy

(Eschschoizia. Californica), Bladder Pod
(Isomeris Arborea) and the Lady Finger
Dudleya (Dudleya Edulius).

The team practices good stewardship
over the states resources and assets. They
utilize cost-effective and eco-friendly
methods by using dead leaves on the
premises as compost instead of using
traditional costly chemical fertilizers.

The team routinely checks and replaces _
broken sprinkler heads to conserve water

usage.

Carol talked about the process of

making a fresh batch of compost. She
said the process boils down to a science
and takes four to six months for the
leaves and grass clippings to convert'to
compost, which is used to recondition
the soil around plants.

Despite the size of the complex and
the vast amount of landscaping, weeding
is done manually. “It's time-consuming

labor, but we try to pull the weeds out by
hand instead of using herbicides,” Mike
said. )

He added that by not using herbicides,

there is no over run of pollutants to

neighboring plants and most importantly
- spillage into the storm drain.

The team mentioned that a few
employees will say ‘hi’ on a regular basis,

" but it would be nice if more people would -

stop to smell the flowers.

CONGRATULATIONS
on your promotion
DENELLA BUCHANAN!

From your friends
in the Training Office
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La Sonja ... Hoping for a
speedy recovery and some
chicken, grits and eggs
(insider)

Kathie Tirado ...
One day at a time -
I love you more
Snotty but Knotty :)

Happy Birthday
Janet Hernandez ....
I love you more!
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