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With the state’s fiscal problems quickly overtaking all other activities in the Capitol, lawmakers have put off consideration of a number of key education proposals by designating them two-year bills – which means they are not likely to be reconsidered this session.

Among them is AB 220, by Assemblywoman Julia Brownley, D-Santa Monica, chair of the Assembly’s Education Committee. She’s proposed the Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2009. 

The bill would have allowed a school facility bond to go before voters in November if a special election was to have been called. Otherwise, the bill would have delayed the bond measure until the 2010 regular election. 

Assemblyman Tom Torlakson’s AB 95, which would have provided $19.5 million to help schools meet free and reduced-price meal needs, has been taken up as part of the budget negotiations. Districts have been hit hard by the economic recession with record numbers of students qualifying for the free or reduced price meal.

In 2007-08, the state served a record 770 million student meals and a survey of districts suggest that the 2008-09 school year will show a 12 percent increase.

Two bills aimed at reforming state mandated programs have also been put on hold: AB 844 by Assemblyman Mike Villines, R-Clovis, would have prohibited school districts from using the test claims provisions on and after January 1, 2010, for specified costs mandated by the state, and would instead have required the State Commission on Mandates to determine a reasonable reimbursement methodology for mandated program costs.

Also set aside was SB 540 by Sen. Gloria Romero, D-Los Angeles. Her bill would have expressed the intent to enact legislation to repeal or amend statutory provisions that impose reimbursable state mandates on school districts, contingent on an evaluation of each mandate based on prescribed factors.

Other two-year education bills:

AB 71 by Assemblyman Michael Duvall, R-Yorba Linda, would have reorganized categorical education funding block grants (the pupil retention block grant, school safety consolidated competitive grant, teacher credentialing block grant, professional development block grant, a new targeted instructional improvement block grant, and school library improvement block grant). In their place, the bill would have established: the Supplemental Professional and Staff Development Block Grant, the Supplemental Academic Support for At-Risk Pupils Block Grant, the Supplemental Academic Support Block Grant, the Supplemental Operational Support Block Grant, the Supplemental Career Technical Education Block Grant, and the Supplemental Pupil Support Block Grant. 

AB 72, also by Duvall, would have required the state’s Chief Information Officer to manage the data of local educational agencies through the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS). 

AB 160 by Assemblywoman Mary Hayashi, D-Hayward, would have expanded an existing scholarship and loan repayment program to include nurses who agree to serve in K-12 schools.

AB 284 byAssemblyman Martin Garrick, R-Carlsbad, would have authorized a petition to establish a charter school to be submitted for approval to the president of a campus of the California State University or the governing board of a community college district if the petition proposes the operation of a charter school within the county in which the university or community college maintains a campus. 

AB 1064, also by Garrick, would have deleted the exemption for some public works projects from the requirement that the entity establish and enforce a labor compliance program or contract with a third party to operate a labor compliance program.  

Existing law allows districts to dispose of surplus or undistributed obsolete instructional materials by donation to a nonprofit charitable organization, or by sale to an organization that agrees to use the materials solely for educational purposes. AB 525 by Assemblyman Joel Anderson, R-La Mesa, would permit that sale without the assurance that the materials will be used solely for educational purposes. 

Existing law prohibits a school district that had not elected to accept interdistrict transfers prior to a specified date from electing to accept interdistrict transfers. SB 129 by Sen. Bob Huff, R, Glendora, would have deleted that prohibition.

SB 264 by Sen. Mark Wyland, R, Escondido, would have required that a reading selection that is used as part of the administration of the examination relate to American history. 

