Seismic upgrade money, once idle, now rapidly going into use
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Districts needing help with earthquake safety upgrades are rushing to apply for grants from a special seismic fund that until recently sat idle because of regulatory red tape. 
At least 66 applications have been received so far from districts looking for a share of $195 million set aside in the state’s Seismic Mitigation Program. The requests follow changes made by the State Allocation Board last spring to the rules governing the use of the funds. 
The board drew some criticism with disclosure last year that the seismic program had funded just three projects since 2006, despite reports of potentially scores of needy school projects statewide. 
Under new regulations approved in March, school districts can apply for the seismic repair funds if a licensed structural engineer reports a school or district building is vulnerable to earthquake-related collapse. 
The Division of the State Architect, which must validate those reports, said that as of Dec. 1, 2011, it had received 66 applications for review. Of those applications, 47 buildings from five districts were deemed eligible to continue processing; five buildings were deemed ineligible and 14 applications were incomplete. 
Prior to the rule revision, eligibility was based on the degree to which a building is expected to shake during an earthquake. Since 2006, only two school districts had accessed funding, for a total of $4.7 million. 
Buildings are eligible for seismic funding only if they house students and staff. They also must be constructed with building materials that fall under the “Category 2” classification of a 2002 report (http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/Legi/Publications/2002Reports/FinalAB300Report.pdf) by the Department of General Services. 
Category 2 buildings are deemed more vulnerable to collapse during an earthquake. 
