State artifacts to move to new home at McClellan 

Massive new location will be place to consolidate collection, save money
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The California Department of Parks and Recreation has signed a lease for a 265,000-square-foot building at McClellan where it will consolidate its collections of artifacts, including these rare Native American baskets.

After searching for more than a year, state officials have selected a massive warehouse at McClellan Business Park to store millions of museum artifacts and historic objects.

The California Department of Parks and Recreation has signed a lease for a 265,000-square-foot building at the former U.S. Air Force base to consolidate the collection in one climate-controlled home to be called the Museum Collection Center.

The move will allow curators to protect and restore the items, which are currently scattered among a dozen warehouses and subjected to damaging temperature and humidity swings. It will also save money — officials said the department’s monthly lease costs will drop from about 70 cents per square foot to 55 cents. The lower lease rates, reduced energy costs and the efficiency of housing the collection under one roof will save the state as much as $1.2 million annually.

“The timing of this move could not be better,” said Ruth Coleman, director of California State Parks, in a prepared statement. “This facility will save us money and provide a better level of protection.”

The Department of Parks and Recreation stores approximately 1.5 million historic objects and 2 million artifacts in multiple warehouse storage facilities in West Sacramento and archives in downtown Sacramento totaling 160,000 square feet.

Several of its leases are expiring next year.

The collection includes a wide variety of items including an old stagecoach that ran between Grass Valley and Nevada City, Native American dugout canoes, 3,500 California Indian baskets dating from 1890 to 1930, old barber chairs, Civil War-era canteens, silk dresses and hats worn by California settlers — including an outfit worn by a member of the Donner Party.

Some of the items are fragile and have been exposed to unfit conditions. A stagecoach trunk dating to 1860 is warping, and its leather straps are rotting in a warehouse in West Sacramento. Artifacts have been damaged by heat, dried out by low humidity, faded by fluorescent lights and stained by seeping water. Paintings have cracked and chipped. One of the main warehouses has no cooling system and temperatures can hit triple digits.

There’s also a lack of space to properly store everything. The collection is so large that the state has stopped accepting historical gifts unless they are truly unique, said Roy Stearns, the department’s deputy director for communications.

“Lots of people want to give us everything,” Stearns said. “We can’t accept it if we already have a representative sample, but we will suggest other museums or collections.”

The state’s collection will move into the new space in November of next year.

“We’re planning extensive interior, exterior and site renovations,” said Ken Giannotti, McClellan’s senior vice president of leasing. “We’re completely renovating the building interior to meet Parks’ specific operational requirements, updating the exterior façade to modern standards, and, most importantly, upgrading the building’s cooling and humidification controls to assure long-term preservation of the historic collections.”

The building was formerly used by the Air Force for material and supply storage.

The search was conducted by the Department of General Services with the help of agents from brokerage Cornish & Carey Commercial Newmark Knight Frank. One goal was to move the collection out of Sacramento’s floodplains, where they risked total loss in the event of a catastrophe.

Officials said it’s a long-term lease, but declined to reveal the length.

For the past 10 years, McClellan Park has been adapting 16 million square feet of commercial property for civilian use at the former airbase.

