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1D Regulations Pass
Green School Funding to Begin
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The Office of Public School Instruction has announced that regulations have been
approved, and disbursements will soon be made, under Proposition 1-D’s High
Performance Incentive Grant Program. Plans for new high performance schools
that have already been approved by the Department of Education and the State
Architect are now in the hopper, waiting for their share of the $100 million in

funding under Proposition 1-D.

OPSC Executive Officer Rob Cook encourages districts to apply, saying that
while some districts got an early jump on securing plan approvals, there will be
funding available for many more new green school projects that are only now in
the planning stages.

The regulations that have been approved govern the standards that school
projects must meet in order to qualify for the supplemental funding. These are
based on the Collaborative for High Performance Schools (CHPS) standards.

The agency can now begin the process of awarding the High Performance
Incentive Grants to California schools for more energy and resource efficient
“green” classrooms. 1-D, the $10.4 billion Kindergarten-University Facilities
Bond Act, was approved by voters last year. It set aside $100 million for incentive
grants to promote the use of high-performance attributes in new construction
and modernization projects for K-12 schools. See related article in Green
Technology Magazine.

According to Cook, other bond measures will probably be appearing on ballots
in upcoming elections. “This is an exciting area that we're stepping into,” he
says.


http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/SAB_Agenda_Items/2007-09/HP.pdf
http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/opsc/Publications/Other/New_Funding.pdf
http://www.chps.net/
http://www.green-technology.org/green_technology_magazine/proposition_1D-2.htm

“With prior bonds we’ve had a small amount of money available for improving
energy efficiency. This is an opportunity where we're really stepping into the
broader realm of sustainability. ..This is a step into a more holistic, integrated
design for a school so that you wind up with an environmentally and
educationally superior school for your students."

Cook continues: “Winston Churchill said ‘first we shape our buildings and then
they shape us,” and this is absolutely true in the school world. We shape those
buildings, and they help shape our young people from that time forward. And
we ought to do it in a smart way, because the outcomes are pretty dramatic when
we do it well.”



