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AMERICAN CANYON - The city's new high school campus could be one of the first to receive special state funding for incorporating "green" elements in its design. 
The Napa Valley Unified School District may be eligible to receive a 2 to 3 percent incentive grant from the Department of General Services Office of Public School Construction. The most recent estimates place the school's cost at $126 million. 
"We designed the school to be as green as we feel we could afford and we will be applying through the state for those special funds," said Don Evans, director of Planning and Construction for the Napa Valley Unified School District.
The school, scheduled to break ground next spring and open in August 2010, is designed to accommodate up to 2,200 students. 
The school's plans will be reviewed by a third-party consultant, then submitted to the state for consideration, he said.
"We certainly know we are going to be eligible but to what extent will depend on what we figure out as we go through it," said Evans.
The High Performance Incentive Regulations were approved Oct. 1, freeing up $100 million worth of grants for designs and materials that promote the efficient use of energy and water, natural lighting and indoor air quality.
It also focuses on the use of recycled materials, those that emit a minimum of toxic substances, and acoustics conducive to teaching and learning. 
"Ultimately, we believe and studies have shown that implementing a lot of these attributes in public schools help kids learn better and saves the school money, especially in terms of energy efficiency," said California State Department of General Services spokesman Eric Lamoureux. 

The voters approved the funding last year with the passage of Proposition 1D, a larger plan that earmarks $10.4 billion to upgrade public schools, including grade schools, community colleges and state universities. 
Lamoureux said he expects the first grants will be awarded in January or February. 
The American Canyon campus should land up to $927,000 of that money because of the high percentage of green elements included in its design, said project manager Jon Stong with Quattrocchi Kwok Architects of Santa Rosa. 
The single most important element, he said, is a solar power system that will provide about half the school's energy needs. 
Windows have also been strategically placed to allow the maximum amount of natural light while avoiding heat buildup from the warm afternoon sun. 
The campus also will feature waterless urinals, partially synthetic playing fields that do not require water, drought-resistant plants that will receive recycled water, materials with low chemical emissions and high recycled content. 
Topping it off will be a highly efficient computer controlled energy management system that will be able to react to the environment by, for instance, turning lights off in an area if there has been no movement over time. 
It may be more costly to build a project with green features, Stong said, but well worth it.
"Initially it is slightly more expensive but those costs are rapidly recovered in the energy savings," he said.
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