$3 million for new BHS tech center


Published: Friday, March 28, 2008 10:38 PM CDT

By JOHN V. CIANI/Staff Reporter

The Daily Independent 

The Sierra Sands Unified School District will receive $3 million in Proposition 1D funds to construct a career-technical education facility at Burroughs High School, State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell announced Thursday. The district must come up with the matching funds for the approximately $6.2-million project.

The Sierra Sands project is one of 174 projects around California the State Allocation Board approved.

“The news we heard today regarding approval of $3 million in state funding for the new engineering and design facility at Burroughs is so exciting,” said Sierra Sands Superintendent Joanna Rummer. “Staff is to be commended for implementation of the district's new engineering curriculum, ‘Project Lead the Way,' and for their efforts in securing significant funding to support the construction of the facility to support this program. Not only will our students benefit, but it is also our hope that an expanded and enhanced engineering program will be an asset to the community as well.”

Assistant Superintendent of Business Elaine Janson said the district is in the process of identifying sources for the required matching funds.

“In the meantime, one of the things that has been provided to the district by the state is an opportunity to have a loan from the state,” she said. “We have applied for the loan. We are also looking at a number of sources for funds. The loan is something we know we can have, but we're looking for other sources.”

She said the district is looking at other state and federal grants.

“It is possible that we might receive funds from private sources - foundations that are interested in technical education and even private entities such as businesses that might be wanting to help us facilitate our career-technical programs,” said Janson. “We will want to look at all those potential sources.”

Janson declined to disclose specific sources.

She said the district has 18 months to submit a form identifying matching funds and outlining the district's plan.

“One of things we are so excited about is the fact that this is going to speak so specifically to our local economy,” Janson added.

She said the district is also working with it architectural firm the CTE Advisory Committee on how the building will look and how it will be used.

The California Department of Education gave the district a score of 158.5 on its initial application. The score was the highest in Region 8, which includes Kern County.

O'Connell announced the board has approved, for the first time, $198 million Proposition 1D funds for the new construction or modernization of 174 career technical education facilities projects throughout California.

"As a member of the State Allocation Board, I am proud to play a role in the first-ever approval of funding to build and improve career technical education facilities," said O'Connell. "California must prepare all students for success in the competitive global economy, whether they plan to go straight into a career or to college after graduating from high school. By improving and expanding career technical education options for students, we will help keep them motivated, in school, and better prepared for their future."

The California Department of Education developed the grant criteria in cooperation with the Chancellor's Office of the California Community Colleges, the California Labor and Workforce Development Agency, and business and industry groups. CDE reviewed all applications to ensure equity in the distribution of the funds and to make sure that funded projects had relevance to industry needs. CDE also worked to make sure funded projects expanded partnerships between career technical education programs in the K-12 system and California's system of higher education. CDE scored the program and facilities elements of the project applications. The highest scores out of a total of 170 points received approval for the Proposition 1D funding.

Proposition 1D was passed by 56.5 percent of the vote in the November 2006 election. The measure allowed the state to sell $10.4 billion in general obligation bonds to fund repair projects and upgrade public schools, including kindergarten through grade twelve, community colleges, and state universities. One billion dollars of Proposition 1D funds are reserved for funding career technical education facilities.

The State Allocation Board is responsible for allocating the Proposition 1D funds for career technical education facilities as well as funds for the new construction and modernization of local public school facilities. Of the 174 projects approved, 92 are modernization projects, eight are equipment only projects to be placed in existing facilities, and 74 are new construction.

