$199M due for technical education

Funding will help youths enhance their work skills
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Schools in Norco, Chino, Upland, Claremont and other parts of the region are among the beneficiaries of the state's roughly $199 million worth of funding to bolster technical education in California. 
Of the sum, $185 million came in the form of grants, while an extra $14 million in loans was gathered by the State Allocation Board. 

"The benefit of these wonderful programs is that they provide the opportunity for our young adults to join the California work force with enhanced skills and be more productive citizens," said Will Bush, director of the Department of General Services, in a press release. 

As far as the Inland Valley's share is concerned, the Baldy View Regional Occupational Program was granted the lion's share of funding - $3 million for health science and medical technology training programs. 

Baldy View is a joint effort of Chaffey Joint Union High School, Chino Valley Unified, Claremont Unified, and Upland Unified school districts. 

A pair of schools in Chino Valley Unified managed to get more than $900,000 from the state. 

Chino High School's nearly $100,000 in funding will go toward its efforts in arts, media and entertainment along with hospitality, tourism and recreation. 

Don Lugo High School was awarded a little more than $800,000 to put toward education in agriculture and natural resources. 

"We're grateful that the money is becoming available to allow a greater degree of diversity of classes for our students," said Julie Gobin, spokeswoman for the district. 

"Especially in a year when school budgets are being decimated." 

Finally, the field of agriculture and natural resources was also the focus of Norco High School, which received roughly $1.7 million in funding from the state.

