



Renovated DOR building a showcase of eco-friendly, special-access technology

Department of Rehabilitation receives “green” face-lift
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The first historic state building to win certification under Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s green building initiative plan happens to also be the new headquarters of the Department of Rehabilitation. How fitting! The property, unveiled to the public at an open house Feb. 27, uses environmental improvements designed to save money, provide fresher air and maintain moderate in-house temperatures year-round. 

“The new green technologies can be expected in all future state department renovations,” said Burton Shanoff, project director for the Department of General Services. Shanoff said he and his team met regularly for three years with both the DOR for instruction on disability-assisted features and the DGS for guidance on eco-friendly improvements.

“If you don’t work with folks under disability on a regular basis, you don’t really understand special access needs,” said Shanoff. “(We worked) to transform all those demands into building improvements.” Shanoff said the new building goes beyond a typical infrastructure design in regard to universal access. The $18 million project boasts wide hallways so two wheelchairs can pass each other, pushbutton doorways to bathrooms and major offices, room signs printed in both English and braille, and mechanized controls intended to aid disabled patrons.

“The Department of Rehabilitation’s new building is free of physical barriers that may limit or hinder one’s day-to-day work or access to the building for services or training,” said Jennifer Harris, spokeswoman for DOR. 

A tour of the building gives one the sense of having entered the Starship Enterprise of green infrastructure enhancements. The improvements are noticeable from top to bottom, from energy efficient overhead lighting to recycled ceramic floor tile. The wooden doors come from a certified sustainable forest, and the windows are decked out with a transparent coating “low e” film that reduces UV rays.

The plants in the outside courtyard are even mulched with rubberized bark made from shredded tires. The DOR upgrade makes it the 10th state building to fall under LEED Silver certification, the minimum standard for new construction and major renovations for state buildings. A part of the state Green

Building Initiative, an executive order signed by Schwarzenegger in December 2004, the plan’s mandate is to reduce energy use in state buildings 20 percent by 2015 by conserving water, cutting greenhouse gas emissions, and reducing the impact that state buildings have on climate change.

More than 200 new state buildings are being designed and built to achieve LEED — Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design — certification, while approximately 200 existing state facilities are pursuing LEED Existing Building certification for maintenance and operations practices.

“All new construction on state buildings over 10,000 square feet will achieve LEED

Silver certification,” said Ken Hunt, spokesman for DGS green team. “The scheduled plans go out to the year 2015 and beyond.”

In Sacramento, existing buildings with LEED certification include the Department of Education building, DMV headquarters, Library and Courts, CalPERS, CalEPA, and the Franchise Tax Board building.

Plans for the DOR renovation project began in January 2003, and construction started three years later. The building had to be completely gutted, but care was taken to maintain a classic 1950s look. 
For example, levered antique-looking drinking fountains stand beside their upgraded, push-button contemporaries — one of several artistic touches to be enjoyed by state employees and their clients. 

DOR moved into the building in mid-October while renovations were still under way. At 721 Capitol Mall, the property stands a few blocks from the Capitol and the light-rail system. To further encourage energy-efficient travel, planners included a ground-floor bike locker area that houses up to 30 bicycles.

According to its Web site, the Department of Rehabilitation provides services and advocacy to secure employment, independent living and equality for individuals with disabilities. The 44-year-old department has a paid staff of 2,000, 380 of whom work out of the Sacramento office, and serves more than 120,000 consumers statewide.
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Officials from the Department of General Services, the Department of Rehabilitation, and the California Health and Human Services Agency pose alongside the recycled glass “Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Silver — New Construction” plaque that will soon hang on the historic marble walls of the DOR’s “green” headquarters facility. Pictured from left to right are Will Semmes, DGS chief deputy director; Tony Sauer, DOR director; Ann Boynton, CHHS undersecretary; and Luciana Profaca, DOR chief deputy director.
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