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SACRAMENTO, Calif., March 3, 2008 -- California's State Allocation Board issued the first award under the High Performance Incentive Grant program aimed at encouraging green building practices in schools. 

The state will give $107,000 to Animo Venice Charter High School in Los Angeles to help fund construction of the its new campus. The grant program earmarks $100 million for green school building projects under Proposition D. 

Schools built with state funds are encouraged to incorporate green building principles under California's Green Building Initiative, signed by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in late 2004. The grant program uses criteria ro assess and assign a score to green attributes to help determine the grant amount. 

"Energy efficiency is a key element in the design of California’s schools, and studies show that students attending green schools are healthier and more productive," said Rob Cook, executive officer of the Office Public School Construction. "These schools emphasize a comfortable environment, full of natural light and air, with gardens, natural shading, reduced noise levels and lowered chemical emission rates from elements such as floor and wall coverings and janitorial products." 

Construction on Animo Venice Charter High School’s new campus are scheduled to begin in April. It will include daylighting , drought-tolerant landscaping, compact size, special acoustics, an efficient mechanical system and outdoor area for recreation.
