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State printing plant on the move

Few sites are large enough for facility

Sacramento Business Journal - by Michael Shaw and Celia Lamb Staff writers

California plans to replace its old printing plant on Richards Boulevard and 7th Street, a behemoth with a history of environmental lapses, with a newly built or leased facility somewhere in the Sacramento area.

The project is in its earliest stages so officials at the Department of General Services are largely mum other than to acknowledge it’s in the works.

“DGS is currently studying what the project scope may entail in terms of size, location, and design and construction cost estimates,” Ken Hunt, a spokesman for the department’s green team, wrote in an e-mail. He said the project will meet the state’s standards for new buildings that requires them to conserve energy and water. “No requests for proposals are scheduled for release at this time since the scope of the project is still in the study phase.”

The study phase is expected to last through October.

The current building is 323,000 square feet, but the new building could be more compact. Even though it hasn’t been built, the proposed building was included in a database of state-owned structures seeking certification from the U.S. Green Building Council as environmentally friendly. According to that database, the building is listed at 250,000 square feet, but that’s likely to change as staff get a better idea of what’s required.

Industrial brokers said it’s too early to draw many conclusions about the project. But they said the state’s process is predictable in that projects are usually limited to a certain distance from the Capitol, usually within three miles.

Mike Lyons, a broker who specializes in industrial properties at CB Richard Ellis, said few existing or development sites could handle a large space requirement within short range of the Capitol. He stressed that he hasn’t been informed about the project details.

The area around the plant, known as the River District, is trying to reshape itself as a mixed-use neighborhood with shops, residences and jobs, and move away from the industrial character of which the plant is a large part.

“We’d like to see something happen with moving it out,” district president Johan Otto said.

The new site could require 15 acres or more depending on requirements for parking and outdoor storage. Cost for the financially strapped state government — which has yet to pass an annual budget this year — will likely be an influential factor

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2004 issued a mandate that the state’s new buildings reduce energy consumption and qualify under the Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental design program. And that might be contributing to the push for a new facility to replace the aging one.

The printing plant has a history of violations over water that drains from its cooling system into the American River, racking up a minimum mandatory penalty of $129,000, according to the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board. General Services had a deadline to pay the fee this week or face a hearing at the water board in late October.

The plant exceeded pollutant limits for cadmium, copper, iron, selenium, lead and nickel in 2006 and 2007, according to the water board. And a third violation involved the discharge of water that was 1 to 2 degrees too warm and too acidic during a heat wave in July 2007.

Older violations included allowing too much water to flow to the river. DGS said it has corrected the problem, and there have been no flow violations since 2001.

“We continue to negotiate with the Central Valley Regional Water Board about these fines,” DGS director Will Bush said in an Aug. 13 news release. “Already we have partnered with the agency to improve our monitoring programs, to accurately set the limits for various pollutants based on more accurate data points, and to replace and relocate faulty and inaccurate test equipment. Our goal is to make the state printing plant one of the best commercial businesses along the American River watershed.”

It has a better record of compliance with air pollution regulations.

The plant had a minor violation in January when a boiler exceeded an emissions limit of 30 parts per million of nitrogen oxides, said Dave Grose, manager of the stationary source division of the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District. DGS faces a potential penalty of up to $10,000 for the violation.

The most recent prior air quality violation resulted in a settlement of $300 for alleged record-keeping violations regarding solvents used to clean the printing presses after each run.

“They have been a very compliant company,” Grose said. “That kind of record is pretty clean.”
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