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Schools get boost

State OKs $4.5 million for improvements
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NORWALK - Modernization projects at Glenn High and Lampton Elementary
schools got a $4.5 million boost Thursday from the state's coffers, part of a
$234million handout that will pay for facilities repairs at public schools.

The money was approved by the State Allocation Board, which is responsible for
doling out state dollars to schools for new construction and modernization
projects, as well as for emergency repairs.

The Whittier City School District was also approved for about $5,600 to cover an
emergency repair of classroom air conditioning at Lincoln Elementary School - a
task that was completed about six months ago.

That's normally how things work, said Assistant Superintendent Rita Dixon -
unless it's a huge project, districts will front the money and get approved for
reimbursement from the SAB later.

"The SAB is quite behind, about six to eight months behind," Dixon said. "So with
these smaller projects, we do them and submit the paperwork with the bills, and
then the funding is approved later."

That's also the situation at Glenn High School, which has had at least one
construction project under way since 2004, said Principal Linda Granillo.

But all of the projects at the 1,900-student campus should be done by next spring,
including a library renovation and the new construction of a nearly 18,000-
square-foot science building.

Glenn received about $860,000 from the SAB to help pay for its modernization
efforts.



"We're about two-thirds done on the library, and our new science building is
slated to be completed in February," said Granillo, who has been heading up the
high school for 11 years.

"We're reaping the benefits of the state's construction program and the
($165million) bond that was passed by voters of Norwalk and La Mirada,"
Granillo said.

"When these two projects are completed, the whole school will have gone
through modernization - and that's a real bonus for students and teachers."
Lampton Elementary School, which has just begun its campus modernization,
will get the lion's share of the SAB apportionment announced Thursday - about
$3.7 million.

"Even though our student population is leveling off, the need for new and
improved schools remains great because of the age of our facilities," said state
Superintendent Jack O'Connell.

"In the next five years, we need to build 16 new classrooms and modernize
another 21 each day in order to provide safe and secure learning environments
for our students.”



