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A record high 16,005 California businesses have become certified as small or owned by disabled military veterans in order to bid for some $9 billion in state contracts, according to Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.
The number of certified businesses has increased 33 percent in just one year. By the state’s definition, a small business has 100 employees and less than $12 [image: image1.png]Procurement QDGS



million in average gross annual receipts. The governor’s office estimates that 98 percent of California companies qualify.

Certification gives small businesses a 5% preference when bidding on a state contract, and certified small businesses can get paid faster.

Last year, small and disabled veteran businesses received more than $2.7 billion in state contracts, 28.3 percent of all the state’s contract spending. Schwarzenegger’s stated goal was 25% for small businesses and 3 % for disabled veteran businesses.

One reason for the growing number of certified business is that the small-business certification process has been simplified with an online application developed by the Department of General Services Procurement Division.

“In most cases, the new online application process can be completed in 20 minutes compared to the former paper-based system that often could take months,” said Rosario Marin, head of the State and Consumer Services Agency. “This is a prime example of technology successfully serving our citizens and enabling our government to operate at the speed of business.”

“Small businesses are the backbone of our state’s economy,” Schwarzenegger said. “Ensuring that small businesses have the tools they need to succeed has always been a priority of my administration.”

Click here for more information about how you can register your small or disabled veteran business with the State of California.

