



State’s consumer chief lays out 2008 priorities

Staying ‘green,’ small business, vets lead list
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A ranking figure of the Schwarzenegger administration laid out the top priorities for 2008 for the state agency that has jurisdiction over an array of consumer and regulatory programs. Rosario Marin, secretary of the State and Consumer Services Agency, identified programs to ensure environmentally sound regulation — “I’ve already been dubbed the ‘Green Queen,’” she quipped at a gathering of her executives — and listed other goals that include assisting small business and providing incentives for veteran-owned companies. Among the priorities identified by

Marin:

· Ensure that the state architect, the building standards commission and Marin’s agency meet and exceed the green standards set by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

· Help small and disabled-veteran owned business meet contracting goals.

· Purchase 25 percent of goods and services from small businesses that have exceeded goals.

· Modernizing the path into state service and the paths to access services provided by the state.

· Support the State Personnel Board’s attempts to modernize the way people apply to work for the state. “There is no state government with out state employees,” Marin said. 

· Work with the Department of Fair Employment and Housing to modernize the way citizens can access information and schedule appointments to make the department more effective and further protecting civil rights.

· Educate consumers about non traditional home loans.

· Check credibility of licensed professionals, especially when rebuilding after a disaster.
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