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Water Management and Conservation Best Practice Check

Designate a water management coordinator for the facility to track monthly water use, to 

implement best management practices, and to conduct building walk-through inventory

In 2013, conduct a building walk-through inventory of all water use fixtures and appliances

For facilities with landscapes larger than 20,000 sq.ft., attend a landscape water budget 

tracking program

Establish a system for facility occupants to report water leaks and water waste

Educate the staff and facility occupants of water conservation methods and practices

Perform monthly visual leak detection survey on all water use fixtures:

A) Toilets

B) Urinals

C) Faucets

D) Showers

E) Boiler/Steam systems: steam traps, steam lines

G) Cooling tower

Check faucets for proper aerators (kitchen faucets 2.2 gpm and lavatory faucets 0.5 gpm), 

and install aerators or laminar flow devices if necessary

Check showerhead flow rates and install showerheads using no more than 2.0 gpm if 

necessary

Check leak indicator on water meter when water is not in use

Replace any broken or damaged dishwasher racks, and run dishwasher only when full to 

maximize capacity

Check all equipment water temperatures and flow rates against the manufacturer 

recommendations. Use the recommended minimum to maximize savings

Use pre-rinse spray valves with a flow rate of 1.25 gpm or less

Use strainers or mesh traps in place of garbage disposals

Run washer only when full to maximize capacity

Set water level and water temperature appropriate according to the load

Check Irrigation schedule, adjust schedule at least monthly, post schedule in controller 

cabinet

Maintain irrigations system:

A) Adjust heads for level, adjust direction of spray and distance of throw, clean filters

B) Install check valves, swing joints and replace nozzles as needed

Install and maintain pressure regulators to operate irrigation system according to 

manufacturers’ specifications

Inspect and maintain backflow prevention devices

Maintain record drawings of landscapes with identification of hydrozones and corresponding 

valves and submit a copy to Agency/Department and landscape architect.

Install shut-off nozzles or quick-couplers for all hoses. Install faucet timers for hose or hand 

irrigation

Upgrade irrigation system components such as controllers, nozzles and sensors

Install submeters or dedicated meters where appropriate

Apply water use efficiency methods to all water intensive processes where appropriate
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		California Department of Water Resources

		Division of Statewide Integrated Water Management

		Water Use and Efficiency Branch

		Best Management Practices for Water Use in CA State Government Facilities

		Executive Order B-18-12

		Department:

		Facility Name:

		Facility Location:

		Date:

		Completed By:

		Water Management and Conservation Best Practice		Check

		Water Management

		Designate a water management coordinator for the facility to track monthly water use, to implement best management practices, and to conduct building walk-through inventory

		In 2013, conduct a building walk-through inventory of all water use fixtures and appliances

		For facilities with landscapes larger than 20,000 sq.ft., attend a landscape water budget tracking program

		Establish a system for facility occupants to report water leaks and water waste

		Educate the staff and facility occupants of water conservation methods and practices

		Leak Detection and Repair

		Perform monthly visual leak detection survey on all water use fixtures:

		A) Toilets

		B) Urinals

		C) Faucets

		D) Showers

		E) Boiler/Steam systems: steam traps, steam lines

		G) Cooling tower

		Check faucets for proper aerators (kitchen faucets 2.2 gpm and lavatory faucets 0.5 gpm), and install aerators or laminar flow devices if necessary

		Check showerhead flow rates and install showerheads using no more than 2.0 gpm if necessary

		Check leak indicator on water meter when water is not in use

		Kitchens

		Replace any broken or damaged dishwasher racks, and run dishwasher only when full to maximize capacity

		Check all equipment water temperatures and flow rates against the manufacturer recommendations. Use the recommended minimum to maximize savings

		Use pre-rinse spray valves with a flow rate of 1.25 gpm or less

		Use strainers or mesh traps in place of garbage disposals

		Laundry Facilities

		Run washer only when full to maximize capacity

		Set water level and water temperature appropriate according to the load

		Sustainable Landscape Practices (all landscapes)

		Check Irrigation schedule, adjust schedule at least monthly, post schedule in controller cabinet

		Maintain irrigations system:

		A) Adjust heads for level, adjust direction of spray and distance of throw, clean filters

		B) Install check valves, swing joints and replace nozzles as needed

		Install and maintain pressure regulators to operate irrigation system according to manufacturers’ specifications

		Inspect and maintain backflow prevention devices

		Maintain record drawings of landscapes with identification of hydrozones and corresponding valves and submit a copy to Agency/Department and landscape architect.

		Install shut-off nozzles or quick-couplers for all hoses. Install faucet timers for hose or hand irrigation

		Upgrade irrigation system components such as controllers, nozzles and sensors

		Install submeters or dedicated meters where appropriate

		Special Buildings (i.e.. Hospitals, laboratories)

		Apply water use efficiency methods to all water intensive processes where appropriate
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