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David Thorman
AIA State Architect

Division of the State Architect 
Department of General Services

David Thorman is a registered architect in California and a member of the American Institute of Architects. In April 2005, David Thorman was appointed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger to serve as California’s nineteenth State Architect. Following Governor Schwarzenegger’s re-election, David was re-appointed in March 2007. His career began in Houston at CRSS, a nationally recognized architectural, engineering, and construction management company. Following his time at CRSS, David moved to Sacramento and worked for Kitchell CEM, Inc., where he managed the northwest region as a regional vice president. David would later become the senior vice president and group leader for 3D/International, Inc., managing their northwest region program/construction management offices. 
During David’s term as State Architect, there have been many positive developments in the Division of the State Architect (DSA) including: the launch of the DSA Academy, the implementation of collaborative partnering, the use of electronic plan review, the opening of satellite offices in Riverside and Bakersfield, and improved communication between DSA and its stakeholders. In addition to being the head of DSA, David also serves on the California Seismic Safety Commission and the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation Advisory Board. With State and Consumer Services Agency Secretary Rosario Marin, David co-chairs the Green California Schools Summit held each December. He is a retired United States Navy Reserve Lieutenant Commander and, prior to his state service, was an architect with over forty years of experience in the design and construction industry.







