
Governor Appoints Chief Procurement Officer   

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has appointed James    
Butler, 43, of Roseburg, Ore., as Chief Procurement 
Officer, a position within DGS. 

Butler also assumes the responsibilities of the deputy 
director for the Procurement Division at DGS.  The 
division has an annual budget of $32.5 million, several 
hundred employees and responsibility for about 300 
commodity contracts from more than 450 suppliers.  
Additionally, DGS’ Procurement Division spearheads 
the state’s small business and disabled veteran business 
enterprise outreach efforts, which last year resulted in 
more than 28 percent of the state’s purchasing dollars 
going to certified firms in those sectors. 

For the past five years Butler has been the director of 
Procurement Services for Levi Strauss and Co.  In that position he managed all corporate 
purchasing for the firm, overseeing more than $450 million in annual strategic sourcing    
contracts, a staff of 17 and teams in five cities. He also led a group that built a standardized 
supplier performance management system.  Prior to that he was a senior manager of         
Enterprise Resource Planning systems and procurement programs at Dell Computer         
Corporation.  

Read the DGS press release announcing Butler’s appointment. 
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Purchasing Dollar Thresholds Raised 

DGS Director Will Bush recently signed a management memo that increased the dollar 
threshold levels where departments can use informal solicitations to purchase non-
information technology (IT) goods and IT goods and services.  Thresholds were also raised 
for departments that choose to use specific Leveraged Procurement Agreements (LPA). 
 
Departments can apply to DGS for approval to obtain the competitive purchasing authority 
to conduct informal solicitations up to $100,000 for non-IT goods and $1 million for IT 
goods and services.  The new LPA dollar threshold levels have been raised to $2 million for 
IT goods and services under the Software License Program and $100,000 for all purchases 
under the State Price Schedule.  Thresholds are now unlimited for IT goods and services   
under the Cooperative Agreements program.  Under the Master Service Agreement program, 
thresholds are now $500,000 for non-IT services and $1.5 million 
for IT goods and services. 
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Greening California, One Building at a Time 

By Rosario Marin, Secretary of the State and Consumer Services Agency and                               
Chairwoman of the California Building Standards Commission 
 

 

If you could make everyone in California build energy efficient buildings, how would 
you do it?  

Would you enact new standards city by city and jurisdiction by jurisdiction, creating a 
jumble of different regulations?  Or would you enact a new set of building codes and 
enforce the same energy efficient standards across the state? 

Gov. Schwarzenegger believes the right answer is to change the building codes and 
make sure that everyone who builds in California will be held to the same strict      
environmental standards.  That is exactly what we are doing at the California Building 
Standards Commission, where we set the building standards and codes for every    
commercial building constructed in this state.   

We just concluded the public comment period for 2009’s proposed codes.  We call it California’s Green Building 
Codes and I am proud to say that when adopted, it will give our state the most advanced building standards in the 
Nation.  

The new 2009 codes will require significant improvements in water usage for plumbing fixtures, specify household 
and landscape water conservation reductions of 20 percent for homes, and set 15 percent stronger requirements for 
energy savings than we currently enforce. We will find these energy savings through a combination of more efficient 
appliances, better insulation and more efficient windows.  This code will also encourage the use of recycled materials 
in carpets and building materials, identify a number of improvements to air quality, and suggest various site          
improvements, including parking for hybrid vehicles and better storm water plans. 

Our partners in developing these new standards are the DGS, Department of Housing and Community               
Development, the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development and the state’s building industry.  

As the state’s real estate arm, the DGS has been constructing energy efficient buildings for years, and already meets 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, or LEED, standards for all new construction projects.  This on-
the-ground knowledge has helped us create an advanced energy efficient and sustainable code that is practical      
today.  The Department of Housing and Community Development has provided residential expertise, and Health 
Planning and Development contributed health care facilities know-how. We are also proud that the state’s builders—  
the commission's greatest asset— have attended our public comment sessions and provided valuable input.  

Together we created new standards that go well beyond the Title 24 energy standards that California adopted a few 
years ago— which put us on the map as environmental trailblazers—  and which the California Energy Commission 
has recently strengthened.  Those standards have contributed to our state keeping energy consumption nearly flat 
while the population has grown. The Title 24 standards have also become the model for many other states.  

Once again California is taking the lead.   It is time to go further than Title 24, and our proposed 2009 code is the 
right next step. I encourage anyone interested in the “greening” of our state to look at the proposed codes on our 
Web site at www.bsc.ca.gov and provide us with feedback. By working together now, we can make California a     
better place for generations to come. 

www.bsc.ca.gov
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State Earns $50,000 Rebate from SMUD 

DGS Director Will Bush recently accepted a $50,000  
rebate check from the Sacramento Municipal Utility   
District after DGS’ Real Estate Services Division      
oversaw the retrofit of the chiller unit in the Franchise 
Tax Board’s central plant.  The more energy efficient and 
environmentally friendly chiller was installed as part of 
FTB’s headquarters expansion in Rancho Cordova 
(photo right).  The three new buildings on the campus achieved the U.S. Green Building 
Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, Silver certification.   

Real Estate Services 

State Awards Schools $130.3 Million in Construction Funds 

In April, the Office of Public School Construction (OPSC) announced that the State      
Allocation Board (SAB) awarded $130.3 million in bond funds from propositions 1D, 55 
and 47 to support school construction and modernization projects across the state, as well 
as career technical education (CTE) facilities and high performance school energy efficiency 
projects. 

Of a total of $55 million distributed from last year’s Proposition 1D, $41.7 million was   
allocated to school modernization projects.  Another $10.1 million was distributed to      
support high school CTE programs.   

Using funds from Proposition 1D for “green” classrooms, the Los Angeles Unified School 
District plans to build five new elementary schools and one new high school.  The $1.6   
million in high performance incentive grants will be used to build in energy and resource 
efficient measures to create new green classrooms.  The new schools will include more use 
of daylight to increase natural classroom lighting; cool roofs that reflect the sun’s heat; 
building materials that emit less volatile organic compounds; and more energy efficient 
heating and cooling systems.   

The SAB meets monthly to allocate proceeds from general obligation bonds and other   
designated state funds for the new construction and modernization of local public school 
facilities. The OPSC serves as staff to the SAB and as such is responsible for processing 
school applications and providing funding to qualifying school districts.   

Public School Construction  

Read April’s edition 
of Notes from the 

Zig... 

Let OSP Meet Your Video & Multimedia Needs 

Whether you are a federal, state or local government agency, it is important that you     
communicate with your audience in a clear, concise and compelling way.   

Sometimes the best method is a short video.  Whether your production needs include a 
training video, interactive DVD, documentary, or public service announcement, the creative 
team at OSP Video & Multimedia Center will write, produce and direct your video project, 
adding a whole new dimension to help you connect with your target audience. 

The OSP creative process includes customer consultation, concept proposal, scriptwriting, 
storyboarding, video production, video editing, full color motion graphics and duplication. 

For more information, contact Stella Garin, director of Television Communications, at (916) 653-0654. 
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