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6 Purchasing
	Introduction
	California law requires State government to practice Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP). See Public Contract Code, sections 12400-12404 for more information.
All materials purchased for buildings managed by _BUILDING_MANAGEMENT_GROUP_NAME_ must conform to EPP guidelines. EPP guidelines are maintained by the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) and are published on the Green California web site: www.green.ca.gov.

At the Green California web site, see the EPP Best Practices Manual for guidance when purchasing products. The EPP Best Practices Manual will help you to:
· Choose more environmentally preferable products and services in numerous categories.
· Locate surplus and reuse programs to obtain low-cost or used equipment and supplies.


	Chapter contents
	The table below lists sections included in this chapter.
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6.1 Reduced Mercury Light Bulbs
	
	The State currently has an Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) Contract (#1-06-62-31) for replacement lamps. This contract closely follows the European RoHS Standard and specifies low mercury, high lumen, and long life fluorescent lamps. 

This EPP contract is mandatory for all state agencies and offers products that are capable of meeting the 100 picogram/lumen-hour requirements for obtaining LEED-EB credits.

Note: LEED-EB requirements are based on mercury content and not Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) numbers.
This contract also includes provisions for recycling waste lamps and purchasing energy efficient T-8 lamps and matching ballasts for retrofit from older T-12 technology.

Refer to the EPP Best Practice manual at www.green.ca.gov for purchasing policy and additional information.


6.2 Products with Salvaged or Recyclable Materials
	Introduction
	The State Agency Buy Recycled Campaign (SABRC) requires that every State department, board, commission, office, agency-level office, and cabinet-level office must: 

· Require that all suppliers certify the recycled content of their products. 

· Purchase products that contain recycled materials. 

· Attain recycled-content product (RCP) procurement mandates.
· Report RCP purchases.


	Certifying Recycled Content
	Every product, material, good, or supply must have its recycled content certified by the supplier.
The supplier must certify the minimum percentage of:

· The postconsumer material in the product
· The secondary material in the product
Postconsumer material
Postconsumer material comes from products that were bought by consumers, used, and then recycled. For example, a newspaper that has been purchased and read, then recycled, and used to make another product would be postconsumer material.

Secondary material

Secondary material consists of fragments of finished products of a manufacturing process. Examples of secondary material include paper trimmed from an oversized roll in the printing plant and a rough edge trimmed from a molded plastic product. These excess materials are recycled prior to the finished product reaching a consumer. Therefore, that material would be secondary material (also referred to as preconsumer or postindustrial material) as opposed to postconsumer material.

Copies of recycled content certification form(s) and/or other certification documentation must be obtained and kept on file. Use form number CIWMB 74, available on the CIWMB web site at: http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/BuyRecycled/StateAgency/Manual/default.htm#CIWMB74
Periodically, agencies will be required to submit copies of certification documentation with their procurement reports.
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	Purchasing Products That Contain Recycled Content
	Consult the CIWMB Recycled-Content Product (RCP) Directory before making any purchase of:
· Office paper

· Office equipment

· Furnishings

· Furniture

· Building materials

The Recycled-Content Product Directory is available on the CIWMB web site:

http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/RCP/.

Tips for using the RCP directory

· When searching a product category, click the SABRC Cert column heading to locate those products that are SABRC certified or compliant.
· The TRC column heading shows Total Recycled Content percentages.

· The PC column heading shows Post-consumer Content percentages.
Building materials

Recycled content requirements must be specified in any contractor/subcontractor agreement.


	Attaining RCP Mandates
	State agencies must spend a specified minimum percentage of dollars on products that meet the minimum recycled content requirements.
The table below lists product categories that fall under recycled content requirements. See the SABRC web site for details: http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/BuyRecycled/StateAgency/Buying.htm
The required minimum procurement goal is 50 percent of all the funds the agencies spend in the product categories listed below (with the exception of printing and writing paper, for which the minimum required expenditure is 25 percent of dollars). For example, if an agency spends $100,000 per year on plastic products, at least $50,000 must have been spent on plastic products that meet the minimum recycled-content requirements.


	Product Category
	Minimum RCP Procurement Requirement (dollars spent)
	Minimum Recycled Content Requirement

	Printing and writing papers
	25%
	30% post-consumer

	Paper products
	50%
	50% overall;
10% post-consumer
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	Product Category
	Minimum RCP Procurement Requirement (dollars spent)
	Minimum Recycled Content Requirement

	Plastic products
	50%
	50% overall;
10% post-consumer

	Compost/co-compost
	50%
	50% overall;
10% post-consumer

	Glass products
	50%
	50% overall;
10% post-consumer

	Lubricating oils
	50%
	70% re-refined base oil

	Paint
	50%
	50% post-consumer

	Solvents
	50%
	70% post-consumer

	Tires
	50%
	50% overall;
10% post-consumer

	Tire-derived products
	50%
	50% post-consumer

	Steel products
	50%
	50% overall;
10% post-consumer

	Antifreeze
	50%
	70% post-consumer


	
	Note: Products that are refurbished, remanufactured, or reused are always considered recycled products, regardless of whether or not they meet the minimum content requirements.


	Reporting RPC Purchases
	All State agencies must submit an annual report on products purchased in reportable product categories. 
All products purchased (recycled content or not) in the above 12 categories must be included in the annual report. The products purchased that meet the recycled-content mandates must be reported as well.
The CIWMB provides a training manual and Procurement Report Worksheet to aid the reporting. See the Reporting on Buying Recycled section of the CIWMB web site for more information: http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/BuyRecycled/StateAgency/Reporting.htm


6.3 Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Products
	Introduction
	The IAQ products policy covers the following product groups:

· Paint and coatings

· Adhesives

· Sealants

· Carpet

· Composite panels

· Agrifiber products

· Building materials used inside the building


	Product evaluation policy
	Whenever a building material purchase is required, _BUILDING_MANAGEMENT_GROUP_NAME_ receives a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) or manufacturer specification and reviews the emissions rates for any volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in the product.  

The Environmental Safety and Health Operations Program (ESHOP) also reviews the MSDS sheet and manufacturer specification to verify that the product is consistent with LEED-EB purchase requirements. 

_BUILDING_MANAGEMENT_GROUP_NAME_ then purchases VOC-compliant building materials as listed above for any project inside the building to improve the emission profile of the building.  

Purchases made in this manner lessen tenant-related indoor air quality complaints.  Indoor air quality management in State Office Buildings is managed by the ESHOP in accordance with State, Federal, and local air quality management requirements.


	Purchasing guidance
	Refer to the State Agency Buy Recycled Campaign (SABRC) and EPP Best Practices manual at www.green.ca.gov for the policy and additional information.


6.4 Green Cleaning Products
	Product evaluation policy
	In January 2000, the Department of General Services (DGS) Real Estate Services Division (RESD) Building and Property Management Branch (BPM) created an environmentally preferable purchase (EPP) charter team in an effort to implement sustainable measures into cleaning chemical purchases for State Office Buildings. 
Since 2000, vendors that contact BPM management and custodial staff are required to submit a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) on the toxicity and chemical content of cleaning products. These MSDS are then reviewed by the BPM Environmental Safety and Health Operations Program (ESHOP).  
Cleaning product manufacturers and vendors are required to submit MSDS information regarding product ingredients, characteristics, and packaging, as well as information on available product and application training. Once the product review process is complete, BPM purchases green cleaning chemicals that are consistent with products that meet the Green Seal GS-37 standard, if applicable, and/or the California Code of Regulations maximum allowable VOC levels.
In addition to chemical purchases, the BPM purchases disposable janitorial paper products and trash bags that meet the minimum requirements of U.S. EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines.


	Purchasing guidance
	Refer to the State Agency Buy Recycled Campaign (SABRC) and EPP Best Practices manual at www.green.ca.gov for the policy and additional information for purchasing:
· Green cleaning products

· Plastic trash can liners

· Janitorial paper products
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