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INTRODUCTION 
Challenges Facing Californians 
Environmental Sustainability 
 
Being environmentally sustainable is to meet “current human needs without undermining the 
capacity of the environment to provide for those needs over the long term.”1  To achieve 
environmental sustainability, we must shop more responsibly.  “The state, through 
environmentally preferable purchasing, has the ability to protect human health and 
environmental well-being by promoting goods and services that result in reduced waste and 
pollutants.”2 
 
Each year, our State’s population increases by about 600,000.3  This creates more demand 
for energy, water, and materials,  puts more strain on our transportation infrastructure and 
land resources, as well as increases pollution, air emissions, and waste.  To help ensure a 
better future, we must use our resources more effectively.   It’s a question of being smarter 
about how we use our resources, rather than doing without.  
 
That is why Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) is important to each and every 
citizen of California.  This guide will help you select products that offer best value, not only in 
terms of cost and performance, but for the health of fellow employees and our environment 
…and our families.  Everyone makes a difference. 
 

 

                                                 
1 United Nations Millennium Project, Task Force on Environmental Sustainability.  Environment and Human 
Well-being:  A Practical Strategy. Summary Version, 2005, pp. 1-2.  Available at 
http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/documents/EnvironSust_summary.pdf.)  
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California Statistical Abstract, 2004.  See:  http://www.dof.ca.gov/HTML/FS_DATA/STAT-ABS/tables/b1.xls.  
 


