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On December 2, 2011, Parent, on behalf of Student, filed with the Office of 
Administrative Hearings (OAH) a Request for Fair Hearing (Complaint) that named the 
Pasadena Unified School District (District).  Parent did not serve a copy of the Complaint 
upon the District at the time that the matter was filed with OAH. 
 
 On December 5, without knowledge of the lack of service, OAH issued the initial 
Scheduling Order in the case which set the following dates: a mediation for January 5, 2012, 
a prehearing conference for January 23, 2012, and a due process hearing for January 31, 
2012. 
 
 On December 27, 2011, counsel for the District filed with OAH a Notice of Motion 
and Motion to Reset Mediation, Prehearing Conference and Due Process Hearing Timelines.  
The motion is based upon the lack of service of the Complaint, and informs that the District’s 
Special Education Department did not have knowledge of this matter until December 21, 
2011.  Parent has not filed a response to the motion. 
 
 Under special education law, a party who files a due process complaint “shall provide 
the other party to the hearing with a copy of the request at the same time that the request is 
filed with (OAH).”  (Ed. Code, § 56502, subd. (c)(1).)  In part, this requirement in student-
filed cases triggers the obligation of the school district to hold a Resolution Session in an 
effort to resolve the issues in the complaint.  (Ed. Code, § 56501.5, subd. (a).)   
 

Here, Parent did not serve the Complaint upon the District at the time of the filing 
with OAH, and, apparently, the District has not been able to hold a Resolution Session in the 
matter.  
 
 Accordingly, the District’s Motion to Reset Timelines is granted.  The currently 
scheduled mediation and hearing dates in the matter are vacated.  OAH shall issue a new 
Scheduling Order upon the issuance of this Order.   



 
 IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 
Dated: December 30, 2011 
 
 
 /s/  

TIMOTHY L. NEWLOVE 
Presiding Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 


